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around 1886 


Courier Co 
This one uring the 


was used Pfening collection 


1967 CONVENTION 
President Parkinson 
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NEW MEMBERS 
Deacor 
RD 213 Elm St 


Black 


BY-LAWS AMENDMENTS- 
1967 ELECTION 


As this is being written, the April 1 dead 


line y s Amendment Ballots has not 
yet passed; however returns to date 


will be 


exact vote 


heavy 
ly assures that all amendments 


approved by heavy margins. The 


published in the 


on each amendment will be 
ext BANDWAGON 


The timing of the new election procedures 


however, dictates that members receive word 


n this issue as to which election procedure 


will be utilized in this year’s election. It will 


v procedure as laid out in Amend 


Those who have misplaced their 


nt relea may write to me, Bob 


Parkinson, and I'll send another copy (but 


the ballots are no good by the time this 


Bandwagon is published 


If you have suggestions for nominees to 


submit to the nominating committee, write to 


me and I'll give you the committee’s name 


so you won't have to wait for another issue 


of Bandwagon to initiate action 


To all who may consider serving your 


Society as a Division Director, read Section 


2, of Article XI, under Amendment #4. | sug 


gest that present Directors take action to see 


that someone in their Division is placed on 


the ballot —either themselves or someone 


se. But individuals may act independently 


00, of course 


Remember, if you or your candidate do 


not get on the slate submitted by the nom 


nating committee, you have other channels 


to follow as set forth in Article XI, Section 


b) and (e.), Amendment +4 


processes available are democratic 


require some effort on the candidate's 


part, but if that candidate is unwilling to 


put forth this small effort, to get on the 
s unlikely he 


» successful officer 


would put forth the 
identity will 


Election Commissioner's 


soon be announced, or will be revealed 


to those who write me before the next 
Bond 


wagon 


Bob Parkinson 


Freddie Daw’s All-C 
hole punched for adding new pages 


ircus Catalog, 3 


when printed. Subscribers will receive 
3-Ring Letters when published and all 
new pages FREE OF CHARGE. Send 
$3.00 to the address below for 


subscription. 


only 


your Great for 4 scale 


model builders. 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
Once 


tion of our members the good work of the 


again | wish to bring to the atten 


ccemmittee headed by Miss Virginia Holman 


of 2145 Shelby Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 
This 


with the Circus Historical Society and Circus 


committee is the first to exist jointly 


Fans Association, combined. It is not only a 


milestone of between these 


to be 


Holman’s commit 


cooperation two 


groups, but also has proven most 


productive in results. Miss 
tee is assigned the responsibility of seeing to 
it that members and show folks who are laid 
up with illness or injury for extended periods 
of time, are not forgotten by their friends and 


Only 


can fully appreciate the 


associates in showbusiness. those who 


have experienced it 
inspiration that comes to the ill, from letters 
from friends 
To continue and 


Miss 


expand upon this good 


work Holman needs the 


help of all 


members, She needs to be informed promptly 


f the names and addresses of incapacitated 


CHS 


ever growing list of willing letter-writers who, 


oupers and members, She needs an 


operating on the “chain letter” system, will 


agree to respond frequently, if not always, to 
g F a y y 


the call. | urge you to communicate with 


Miss Holman to offer your services 


Certain policies must be remembered in 


the pursuit of this project. First, publicity to 


the many loyal workers is not to be ex 


pected, It defeats the purpose of the project 


Also, minor or temporary illness is not the 


target of this committee. Those who are 


briefly ill will generally be recovered before 
the machinery of this committee can get into 
whose in. 


first 


motion, Furthermore, it is those 


capacity goes on beyond the normal 


rush of sympathy mail that need a special 
effort to keep mail coming. Most of us have 
who will 


As the 


into 


friends write when they hear we 


are ill days turn into weeks, and the 
that mail dwindles how 


that 


weeks months 


ever, and it is then special effort is 


needed to sustain that morale-building flow 


of mail. Finally, participants in this program 


should not expect reply letters. Perhaps the 


ill are unable to respond. Certainly, the bur 


den of answering a host of letters may prove 


more troublesome to the sick than not 


getting mail to begin with 
The primary purpose of the Circus Historical 


Society is to recover, preserve and record the 


nostalgia, history and facts of circuses. To 


these ends we must devote virtually all of 


the space in BANDWAGON and most of our 


efforts. But as we pursue these ends, let us 


not forget that we are a society of people, as 
To the 


well as purpose. Bandwagon and its 


JUST PURCHASED... 


3 large 


collections of circusiana in 


cluding lithos books, etc 
Send 10¢ for 


15¢ for 


programs, 


lists via 3rd class mail 


airmail 


AL HALPERN 
1802 Chanticleer Rd 
Anaheim, Cal. 92804 


many contributors, we assign the duty of 


recording To our 
Bob Grover, we 
Through Miss 


our association gains a heart 


circus history Chaplain, 


entrust the soul of the 


Society Holman’s committee 
| hope you will 
offer your help to her. Write to her address in 


Indianapolis, and ask her for instructions 
Your reward will be quiet and inconspicuous 
—but massive. 


Bob Parkinson 


REBUILT H-W WAGONS 
AT CHS CONVENTION 


1967 Convention of 
the Circus Historical Society in Baraboo, Wis 


Those attending the 
consin, will see two completely restored bag 
gage 1938 Hagenbeck 
Wallace Circus. The shown here, No. 
91, will be 


Milwaukee parade on July 4th 


wagons from the 
wagon 
used to carry wardrobe for the 
Wagon No 
70 will also make the trip to the parade. 
that 


those planning to attend the annual meeting 


The convention committee suggests 
make their motel reservations as soon as pos 


check the Jan.-Feb. 1966 


issue of Bandwagon for a list of names and 


sible. You may 


addresses of the Baraboo motels. 

A feature of the meeting this year will be 
a series of lectures and panel discussions on 
circus history. A similar session a couple of 


years ago proved very popular 


MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 


Now is the time for a concerted effort to 
membership. As announced in 
BANDWAGON, 


have been increased to $6.00 per year 


increase our 
dues 
This 


is the rate all of us who are now members, 


the January-February 


will be paying. With the $1.00 “joining fee 

the cost to new members will jump to $7.00 
1967, however, 
members will be accepted at the old 


Between now and August 1, 
new 
rate of $6.00—in effect, waiving the joining 
fee, temporarily. The old membership blanks 
to be that date, 
should use this situation to 


will continue used until 
August 1. We 
encourage all prospective new members to 
join now. Action now is not only timely in 
that we are starting a new fiscal year (May 
1), but will also result in this small cash 
benefit 

We should all hasten to approach all our 
urging 
Remember, many people are laboring under 


circus friends them to join now 


the impression that they must be invited to 


join. If you do not extend the invitation, they 
may not feel at liberty to act. Of course, we 
know that persons may apply for member. 
ship on their own initiative, without being 
asked; but let’s take the initiative anyhow 

that professional 


welcome in the 


Remember, also show 


people are Historical 
let’s not permit this to cause us 


nuisance 


Circus 
Society. Now 
to make a of ourselves trying to 
pressure busy show people into joining our 
society. On the other hand, if you know of a 
trouper who may be genuinely interested, 
BANDWAGON, and 


casually drop the word that he can become 


you might show him a 


a member if he wishes 

Most of us circulate in some 
buffs 
who gather on lots in a given geographical 
Whatever 
that 


circle of circus 


It may be pen pals; it may be friends 


area the case 


make it your busi 


ness to see every such circus buddy is 


invited to join the Circus Historical Society 
Many may decline, but let’s not leave anyone 
along the line who will ever again say, “Well, 
| was never asked,’ 

We now have over 800 members 
our sights of 1,000 


the CHS when we break a thousand 


Let's set 
It will be a great day in 
and it is 
A membership blank 
this BANDWAGON. More 
may be secured from Secretary John Boyle, 
3844 Euclid Ave., Cleveland, Ohio, Let's GO! 

Bob Parkinson 

CHS President 


definitely within reach 


is enclosed with 


MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 


Undoubtedly some members have begun to 
C.H.S. Roster will be 


scheduled to be 


wonder when another 


published. It is printed in 
December of this year, and ought to be in 
your hands by January of 1968. There is a 
good reason for postponing publication until 
then. In the and 
Often, the 


been released near the end of an administra 


past our elections rosters 


have been out-of-step roster has 


tion with the result that for 


most of the 
months of its use, it lists the names of officers 


who are no longer in office. | believe we 
should get on a schedule that will have cur 
rent officers listed in the current roster. It is 
therefore planned to print the new roster in 


the last month of this 


administration, after 
» upcoming election, so that it will list the 
1968 


That list will then be good for two full years, 


ficers that will take office January 1, 


and we will be on a publication schedule that 


will prevent the roster from becoming obsolete 
prematurely 


Bob Parkinson 


NOW! SEE HOW THEY 
REALLY LOOKED 


8mm, black and white movies of 

famous circuses of the 1930's 
For complete description and prices 
send self-addressed, stamped envelope 
to— 

D. BERKERY 
106 Llandaff Road—Llanerch 

19083 


Havertown, Pa 





Photo No 


The patient historian sits around with 


his accumulation of facts, fables, conjec 
tures, and unsolved problems and awaits 
the arrival of the key bit of data 


which will computer 


new 
unlock his stalled 


and cause it to spew out a few answers 


been really 
right 
storage in his computer 
chance that a 


forthcoming or 


Then, if his key bit has 


critical and if enough of the facts 


have been in 


memory, there is a new 
revelation or so may be 
some perplexing problems will be  re- 
solved. Oh, if 


the ancient 


only we researchers into 


lore could run across new 
data fast enough to require the use of a 
modern computer! 

The key that 
the picture that 


circulation about 


prompted this article is 
heads it. It 
two 


came into 


years ago after 
having been sequestered for many years 
in the collection of the late L. D. Melvin 
of St. Thomas, Ontario. When Mr. Mel 
vin passed on, he willed his collection to 
his and our late friend and contemporary, 
Col. William Woodcock, Sr. It took 
longer to settle the Melvin than 
Col. Woodcock was destined to remain 
with us; so after the collection came into 
the latter’s estate, this picture and many 
others which Melvin once had were 
acquired from Mrs. Woodcock by Joe 
Bradbury. Joe has kindly let this author 
tell about it 
Those at all 


estate 


familiar with parade 
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1—Backlot of Adam Forepaugh’s All Feature Shows, 1890, or earlier 


Notes on 


THE EARLY RINGLING RAILER 


By Richard E. Conover 


Photo No. 2—The Three-Tiered Tableau in 
the Forepaugh Parade at Worcester, Mass., 
1888. American Antiquarian Society collection 
wagon lore will immediately recognize 
three wagons in this picture that were on 
the Ringling Brothers World’s Greatest 
Shows for most of the 1890's and well 
into the first decade of this century. The 
immediate impulse is, therefore, to label 
the picture 
ing back and regrouping, it will 
lc ally 


Ringling.” However, by fall 


become 
obvious 


that it is, instead, of 


Joe Bradbury collection 


All-Feature Shows 
thereby 


the Adam Forepaugh 
have 
origin of two more of the early 


traced the 
Ringling 


and we will 


railroad-show parade wagons 
In the picture from left to right (iden 
tified as we have heretofore known 
there appears 
Item 1. The Forepaugh Three 
Tableau, better illustrated in Photo No. 


Item 2 


them) 
Tiered 
A tableau quite similar to four 
Forepaugh tableaus 


identified 


or five other none 


of which have ever been so far 


with the Ringling show 
A somewhat diminutive version 
Tableau No. 3 (Clown 


better Photo 


Item 3 
of the Ringling 
Bandwagon) 
No. 8 

Item 4 
it was modified in the late 


shown in 


Ringling Tableau No. 2, before 
1890's, shown 
Photo No. 11 


A pole wagon 


before modification in 
Item 5 
further 


which is of no 


consequence except to note in 
passing that even then it was the practice 
to carry the center poles outboard of the 
wagon bed on hooks. 

It has been generally known for 
time that the 


from 


some 
Ringlings acquired Item 1 
Forepaugh; and in my 1956 
pamphlet, The Tableaus, I 
identified it second item that was 
included in the purchase at the time they 
icquired the St 
Tableau 
in the fall of 


Telescopin 
as the 


George and the Dragon 
(Lion and Mirror Bandwagon) 
1890. Since it is now appar 





Photo No 
Ohio, 1900 


3—Ringling Brothers, Columbus 
Three-Tiered 


Former Forepaugh 


Photo No. 4 1903, show 


including the 


Ringling Brothers 


ing a rebuild from Photo 3, 


ent that the Ringlings 


parade 


icquired at least 
Forepaugh 
plus the Lion 
Bandwagon and the parade 


five wagons from 


(three of the four above 
ind Mirror 
float from the St 
ing figure that was once part of the Lion 
Mirror) 


sure 


made George telescop 


and it is no longer possible to 
many of 
in the 


larger 


be exactly which or how 
the three above came to the show 
1890 first, and 


transpired a 


purchase. The 


transfer of property year 
before 
In 1889 the Ringlings 


wagon 


after six years 
decided 
A timely, for them, ad 
appeared in the Clipper for 2 November 
1889 in Adam Forepaugh offered 


property for 


of operation as a show 


to put it on rails. 


which 


some surplus show sale 


Tableau with top tier removed. Original nega 


tive in the author's collection 


deletion of one of the round mirrors. An A 


T. Johnson photograph 


Ie 


Photo No. 5—Tiered Tableau on the Ringling 
managed Forepaugh Sells Circus, circa 1906. 
McClintock collection 
Otto Ringling lost no time in 
Philadelphia to negotiate 


promissory 


getting to 
and from the 
at the time, we 
know that the deal was made on the 8th 
note in passing that 
these notes were signed “Ringling Broth- 
ers., per W. H. R.,” this W. H. R 
William Henry Otto Ringling 
with him 
the handwriting on the notes checks with 
that of Otto's 
there is no doubt that he was the Ring- 
that day 


notes signed 


It is interesting to 


being 
a moniker 
However, 


seldom associated 


some of later letters; so 


ling who did the negotiating 


with Adam Forepaugh 


Besides the two promissory notes, three 
1 1889 


other documents relating to this 


transaction ivailable to me. Two of 
Adam Fore- 
and the 
The third is a Fore 


these tten by 
paugh, one d 
16 December 
paugh letterhead on which Otto Ringling 
On the 


items are 


ited 27 November 


other 


did some figuring—and doodling 
side of it, the following 


ind were evidently under considera- 


face 
listed 
tion 
One advance car $1500 
One 50 foot stock car 400 
One 40 foot ring stock car 400 
One 40 foot ring stock car 350 
One 40 foot elephant car 400 
Two 50 foot flat cars 
($400 each) 
One 


800 


46 foot stock car 350 
One kangaroo 100 
One Cowalopu 125 
One camel 400 
AH totaling $4,7 but 


1 to $4,500 for the 


evidently dis 


counte group price 


There $ some vacillation about the 


dvance c because the price of it was 
fact, it 


a complete recon 


subtracted and again 
appears that there 
sideration, because on the 


the letterhead 


added; in 


back side of 


there is another entry 


(without tock cars 


prices) listing thre 
box car 
flats, 

totals eleven 
with the number that Forepaugh in his 
of 27 November to the Ringling 


Brothers stated were loaded and ready to 


one three 


This 


agrees 


baggage car 
empty flats 
figure that 


one 


loaded and three 


cars—a 
letter 


leave. Except for the advance car 
or all of the 


In his 


most 


above 


were 
November 
paugh also mentioned that there were one 


probably in 
cluded letter, Fore 
c ind six baggage 


and a 


wagons on the flats 


zebra, kangaroo, and a camel in 


the box car with enough feed and bed- 


ding for the trip. 
Before 
Ringling 


going to 
had 
October in 


Philadelphia, 
with 
Chicago 


Otto 


already met Thomas 


Grenier on 30 and 
purchased some property, leaving a prom 
$1,000 for posterity to 
little about the 
transaction. It can be assumed that some 
of the balance of that 1890 Ringling 
train of sixteen cars and, definitely, their 
No. | Bandwagon for their first 
rails came that source. All of 
former Burr Robbins equipment 
which had been in the possession of Gre- 
he traded his Chi- 
cago supper club or playland known as 


issory note of 


record the date but else 


year on 
from this 
was 
nier since 1887 when 
Grenier Gardens to Robbins for his circus 
property. After an unsuccessful 1888 sea- 
son, Grenier found out that circus owner 
offered the 
property for sale the next spring. 

At this point, I will revert to the logic 
establish the heading photo- 
graph as Forepaugh. As stated previously, 
there has been no evidence uncovered to 
align Item or any of this series, with 
Ringling. However, the factor that really 
clinches the matter is the configuration of 
Item 3 at the time of the picture. Note 


ship was not his forte and 


which will 
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Photo No. 6—Tiered Tableau on 
Brothers, circa 1911 


Gollmar 
Ken Whipple collection 

that the body is shorter and 
lighter because the running gear is much 
lighter than that shown in Photo No, 8 
Obviously, there was a complete rebuild 
This would 
have had to have been done before 1894 
because the Ringling Route Book for that 
year has a picture of the heavier version 
that 
the 1900 

Therefore 
ling in any 


perhaps 


ing somewhere along the line 


matches the configuration shown in 
Columbus, Ohio, photograph 
if this picture is to be Ring 
1890 and 1893, 


in addition to 


year between 


ull four of these tableaus, 
other known items, would have to appear 
Ringling Fortunately 


the Ringling route 1890-93 


in the inventory 
books in the 
period are more factual than fancy, and 
we can consult these with some confi 
dence 

Diving into the details, we find that in 
1890 two tableaus on the 
one (the Organ Tab) 
carryover from the wagon show 
Listed in the 1891 Route Book were: The 


Neptune Item 1 


there 
which 


were 
show, of 
was a 
ibleau — (possibly 

Photo No. 8—Ringling Brothers Tableau No 
3 (Clown Bandwagon) in parade in Columbus, 


Ohio, 1900. Original negative in the author's 
collection. 


Tableau; the Big 
Tableau (possibly Item 4); and the St 
Tableau, actually a float which 
was known to have been acquired in the 
1890 purchase along with the 
Mirror Item 3 
could also have been there in 1891 
only 


above); the Organ 


George 


November 


Lion and Bandwagon 
above 
because the list includes 


parade 


et ee 

pulled with six or more horses 
1892 and 1893 list 
items which cannot 
be accounted for, So, in no 


pieces 
The route books for 
no more, or different 
instance, is 
there anything listed that would cause us 
to have to find room for Item 2 in any 
1894 


Ringling from 
no longer 


and 
looked 


lineup before 


then on, Item 3 like it 


did in the heading photo. This allows us 
to conclude with certainty that the photo: 
graph is not of the Ringling show 

Now that we that the Ring 
lings acquired Items 1, 3, and 4 from 
the listings in the route books 
additionally tell us that not more than 
one of the could have been in- 
cluded in the 1889 shipment, leaving the 
included in the 1890 
purchase along with the Lion and Mirror 
Bandwagon and the St and the 
Dragon Float 

The rest of this article will concern the 
which the 
Forepaugh 

The Forepaugh 
Both Joe Bradbury 
different this one in the 
July-August and the September-October 
November 1961 issue of the Bandwagon 
However, enough new 
turned up then to 
Sequentially, the 


can say 
Forepaugh 
three 


other two to be 


George 


history of the three wagons 


Ringlings acquired from 
Item 1 


Tableau 


Three-Tiered 
and I cov 


ered facets of 


information has 
justify a 
following is 


since brief 
rewrite 
about it 

a. This is possibly the tableau car that 
the Clipper for 15 March 


as being shipped from Liverpool, England 


1879 mentions 


— 
ee. 
Photo No. 


Barnes Circus, circa 


—— 
7—Tiered Tableau on Al, G 
1920. Don Francis collec 
tion 


to the Forepaugh show. At least, in its 
(Photo No. 2), it 
is one of the few of the many vehicles 
which have allegedly come from England 
that really looks like typical British con 
struction 

b. It was sold to the 
possibly in 1889 
1890. The Ringling 
shows it in its three-tier 
1900, the date of 
3, the top deck was deleted 


original configuration 


Ringling show, 
but more probably in 
1897 route book still 
configuration 


c. Before Photo No 


1903 Photo No 
4, there was a rebuild which included the 
deletion of round mirrors. 
This photograph is one of a set taken in 
1903 by A. T 
tographer 


d. Before the date of 


one of the 


Johnson, a Baraboo pho- 
In 1901, Johnson took another 
set of photographs which shows this tab- 
leau in the same configuration as Photo 
No. 3 


In recent years, these two sets of 


pictures have come to be identified as the 


Trimpey negatives, after a Baraboo an- 





tique dealer who held them for many 
years. 

e. About 1905 this tableau was trans- 
ferred to Ringling-managed 
paugh Sells Circus. Why this was done is 
certainly not apparent, as that show was, 
seemingly 
with parade wagons far bigger and fan- 


However, Photo No. 5 


the Fore 


more than adequately equipped 


cier than this one 
overrules any logic 

f. Shortly after the 
Forepaugh Sells from the road in 
this tableau sold to the 
Brothers Circus. The Gollmars 
without alteration, until 
sold their show to 
(Photo No. 6) 

g. In 1919 
Barnes, 
mar property 
publicized hippopotamus. On the 
band 


Ringlings removed 
1907 
Gollmar 
held it 
1916 when they 


was 


James Patterson 
Patterson sold it to Al. G 
with other ex-Goll 
including Lotus, the much 


ilong some 
Barnes 


show, it carried the clown (Photo 
No. 7) 
h. In 


wagon on the ten-car F, J 


1925, it candy 
Taylor Circus 
owned by the Taylor Grain Company of 
Omaha, Nebraska, operating 


solidated Circus Company A 


turned up as the 


is the Con- 
photo: 


Photo No. 11 
the Lion & Mirror Bandwagon, Algona, lowa, 
1894, Circus World Museum 


Ringling Tableau No. 2 and 


collection. 


graph of it on that show appears on page 
9 of Bradbury's article on the Taylor 
circus in the May-June 1963 Bandwagon 
That show lasted only until just past the 
June. In 1927, the 
dated Circus leased part of its property 
including this tableau, to Leo E. Cook 
who tried to make a go, without success, 
titled Cook & Cole. The 
datable, picture of this wagon was made 
in Fairmont, Minnesota, Cook & 
Cole closed. There is correspondence in 
the collection of C.H.S 
Tibbals, that fixes it as still the property 
1928 


middle of Consoli 


of a show last 
where 
member, Howard 
of Consolidated Circus as late as 


Item 2 


sources of 


different 
taken in 
1888; an 
Connecticut, in 


There are three 
photographs: 


Massachusetts, in 


one 
Worcester, 
other taken in Bridgeport 
the late 1880's; and the one heading this 
article discloses the existence of 
tableaus of this 
The group 
all had 


which 
four, or 
class in the Forepaugh show 
have a commonality, in that they 


possibly five. 





two generally oval-shaped framed mir 
either the (with 
different designs occupying the space be 
tween), and in that they all 
vided with a small platform on the top 
side to which a wild animal was chained 
during the parade. No really good photo 


them 


rors on side of center 


were pro 


graph of any of has so far been 


found, although those available are ade 
quate for differentia 
There inkling forth 
coming about what may have happened 
to any of them after the Forepaugh show 
closed in 1894 

Item 3. Ringling Tableau No. 3 
limes called the Clown Bandwagon 


identification and 


tion has been no 


some- 


Photo No. 9—Ringling Tableau No. 3, after 
the rebuild done before 1903. C. P 
Fox collection. 


(Chappie) 


a. It is now known to have originated 
smaller Forepaugh 
and was sold to the Ringlings in 
either 1889 or 1890. 

b. Before 1894 it was rebuilt into the 
configuration shown in Photo No. 8 

c. Between 1900 1903, it 
built again into its final form 
in Photo No. 9. It was used on Ringling 
Brothers World Greatest Shows con 
tinually through 1918 and went into 
Bridgeport with the show train at the end 


as a wagon on the 


show 


and was re 


as shown 


of the 1918 season 

d. On 31 December 1925, it was sold 
to George Christy along with 20 other 
ex-Ringling and Barnum & Bailey parade 
Out of this Christy 
wagons Asia, 
and 


wagons. purchase, 
selected the known as 
Columbia, Palm 
three of the Barnum tableau dens, vintage 
of the 1880's, for immediate use on his 
Christy Brothers Circus, He left the re 
mainder in the Bridgeport quarters in re- 
possible future enlargement of 
They still 


America Tree, 


erve for 


his show were there for a 
Photo No. 12—Ringling Tableau No. 2, 
circa 1900, after re-arrangement of the carv- 


ings and mirrors. Fred Pfening collection 





Photo No. 10—Three of the four Muses once 
on Ringling Tableau No. 3. Photo courtesy of 
William Warren and the Connecticut Histori- 


cal Society 


Ringlings re- 
Sarasota. Fin- 
property 


he stored 


period time after the 


moved property to 
ill when the owners of the 
requested that he move them 
them in Fairfield 
e. After the depression closed his show 
Christy knew that he never need 
the wagons that he had stored in Fair- 
and he quit payi the stor: 
The landlord disposed of two of 
burned the 


did 


nearby Connecticut 


would 


field; 
charges 


them to museums and rest 


for scrap iron. However. he save 


Slides, 
Heralds, Equip. Rosters, and 


Circus and Carnival Photos, 


other goodies! 
All shows big, small, truck or rail and 
running or defunct. 
Special for April & May Only 
125 page photo list plus a circus 
advertising couriour 
$1.00 
Send to 


ARTS’ CIRCUS AND 
CARNIVAL PHOTOS 
505 ALBERT LEA STREET 
ALBERT LEA, MINNESOTA 


56007 


quite a few of the corner statues and 


other carvings which have now become’ 
Three of the four muses 
Ringling 
ire now the prop 
Warren of Litchfield 
Warren bought 
landlord about 
Tableau No. 2 

taken in 
shows that the Ringlings 


from 


collectors’ items 


that were once on the Tableau 
No. 3 (Photo No. 10) 
erty of William 
Connecticut. Mr 
from the Fairfield 
Item 4. Ringli 
Photo No. I1 
1894, 


these 
1938 


Algona 
Iowa, in 
left it 
paugh for a number of years 

b. Photo No. 12 taken in early 1900's, 
and mirrors were 
1894 and 
ng show 


just was received Fore- 


as it 


shows how the carvings 
between 
Ring 


sometime 
used on the 


rearranged 
1901. It we 
1911, when it was replaced with 
newer that had 


the Forepaugh Sells reissue of 


through 
some construction been 
built for 
1910 

c. In 1913 it was sold to J. H 
who was framing his second try with the 
Brothers title. That attempt lasted 
for most of the season; but for the next 
y half, the chattels were shut- 
ued about the country while Garrett and 
W. E. Franklin (erstwhile general agent 
partner in King & Fri Robin- 
son & Franklin Brothers, etc.), who held 


Garrett 
Rice 


rand a 


nklin, John 
in the courts 

won out, and in Septem- 
sold all that had not been 
Wortham carnival. Of 
six identifiable items known to have been 
with that 


the mo 
Franklin fi 


ber 1915 


ze, fought it out 
lly 


stolen off to the 


been 
that 
poses J 


show, only two have 


significant 
that 


traced by it. It may be 


there is a picture extant 


this tableau 
other 


Augustus Jones in front of 

Besides the photo and 
already acknowledged, the author wishes 
to thank Chalmer Condon and C. P. 
(Chappie) Fox for making available the 


documents about the 1889 property trans- 


credits 


fers. 


QUESTION AND ANSWER BOX TO BE 
ADDED TO BANDWAGON 

Recently, the editors of the “Bandwagon 
have had many requests asking for a “ques 
tion and answer” section in the magazine 
We believe that this idea has merit and could 
inform the members of the CHS of historical 
that they 


We will attempt to answer all ques 


information themselves cannot 
answer 
tions sent to us, but we must give the warn. 
ing that the answers printed in the magazine 
will only be ones that are of general interest 
and have not been printed elsewhere. For 
would not attempt to answer 
the question, “What's the 
Rhoda Circus? 
history of that show appeared in this maga- 
“Who 


would 


example, we 
history of the 
because a 


Royal complete 


zine. However, a question such as 
bought the Norris and Rowe Circus? 
be a question of general interest to members 

Unlike “The Little 


magazine of the CMB, we do not plan to 


Circus Wagon,” the 


answer questions on loading orders, tents, 


lengths, and questions of more interest and 
builder 
Also, we do not plan to answer questions on 
‘Who has the tiger 
act on Ringling-Barnum this year? 


value to a model than a historian 


current shows, such as 
We will try and answer all inquiries, and 
will print the ones that will be of interest to 
Send 
Historians’ Question Box, Bandwagon Maga 
2515 Dorset Road, Ohio 
We hope to start this column in the 


the membership your questions to 


zine 
43221 
May-June 


Columbus, 


issue. 


EUROPEAN CIRCUS TOUR 
PLANNED 

An interesting 14 doy tour of seven major 
European circuses has been set to leave New 
York on May 18th 

The trip has been organized by Ted Hauss 
man, son of the late Pop’ Haussman and 
has a bargain price of $648.00 
fare, first class hotels and circus tickets. Shows 
that are on the schedule include Franz Althoff 


including jet 


Knie, Krone, Sarrasani, Billy Smart and the 
Hungarian National Circus, that will be play 
ing in Holland 

Countries on the list are Germany, Switzer 
land, Holland, Denmark and Great 
with time allowed for sight-seeing along the 


bus 


showing the 


Britain, 
way. Some of the shows will 
trips side 
countries beyond the large cities 


require 
through the country 
The whole package is most attractive and 


allows a trip to Europe that will return in 


time to attend the CFA convention in Harris. 
burg 

South Shore National 
565 Washington St., 


If interested contact 
Bank Dept., 
Wellesley 02181 


Travel 
Mass 





\ EN ROUTE 


After a successful 1945 season with an 
unknown title, Yankee Patterson, Jimmie 
Wood put the circus paraphernalia away 
in the barn at Venice, Calif 

Being an ambitious manager, Mr 
Wood looked around for a nationally 
known title 

Zack, last of the three Miller Bros 
from the Cherokee strip of Oklahoma 
long operators of Miller Bros. 101 Ranch 
Wild West Show, was then owner of a 
souvenir stand on the highway not far 
from Ponca City, Okla 

After a trip back there Mr. Wood 
closed a deal for use of the 101 title and 
Zack to appear in the performance. An 
accident prevented him from appearing 
at the opening. When he did a daughter 
came along to look after him as he was 
not a well man. She did ride in the grand 
entry. Zack never did participate in the 
arena 


CALIFORNIA CIRCUS CORPORATION 


PRES TS 


‘yt =o bemwe 
Rs, 


WILD WEST 


AND 
INTER A TIONAL CONGRESS 
' OF CIRCUS STARS 


THE 1946 SEASON 


By Bob Taber 


The letterhead for the 1946 show was a Mark Smith, long on the Barnes circus, 
rehash of the original Miller Bros. edition. was to have his All-Girl troupe with 50 
Pfening collection horses as headliners for the circus part 

of the show. Col. Zack Miller himself 

Soon after Jan. 1, 1946 work got under would appear in the wild west portion 
way at Venice building not far from Smith’s riding act was to feature 20 
where the Al G. Barnes went out many girls and 20 horses. The troupe was to 
times furnish bare back turns as well as acts 

The Billboard, under date of Feb. 


2, by the six girls as Roman riders. 
carried a story advising that the Jimmy Others already signed included the 
Wood 101 Ranch Wild West would open Landon Liliputians, Moe and Joe ele 
about March 12, playing the Los Angeles phants previously on Arthur Bros., a 
area two weeks before heading North troupe of well known Mexican per- 
ind East formers 
Some rolling stock used on the ill- Tony Madison, Cliff Henry were at 
fated Cronin Bros. the year previous had quarters. Joe and Anna Metcalf would 
been purchased and was being over- bring on the famous elephant, Shirley 
hauled Bob Thornton was breaking a midget 
mule act; Fay Avalon, who dated way 
This general lot view shows the midway back in Barnes history, would have a 
and front end, taken early in the season by taxi meter mule. Maurice Marmelejo, 
Harry Quillen. tight wire performer, was to be featured 





The concession truck carried a more com- 
plete title than most trucks. Photo by the 
avihor. 


and special paper used in advertising the 
act. 

Also appearing in the wild west depart- 
ment with Col. Miller would be the Eddy 
troupe, Frank and Bernice Dean, Dorothy 
Skyeagle, Hope McClennen, Chief Sugar 
Brown and Indian troupe. Wildfire, the 
noted motion picture horse, would get 
special announcement. 

A new wild west canopy top 148 x 228 
was being built at quarters. Frank Chica- 
rello, an experienced hand, would be 
utility man on the new outfit and assis- 
tant to the owner. Frank had started in 
the outdoor field with the original Miller 
Bros. 101 outfit. 

The call a few weeks later was for all 
people engaged to report at quarters in 
Venice March 4; performers to Mark 
Smith, canvasmen to John Gutierrez; 
truck drivers, Bob Galbreath; side show 
people, William De Barrie; lithographers 
to Herbert Wilson; union musicians to 
wire Roy Cinkey, band master; all others 
to Jimmie Wood, 41118 Del Ray Ave., 
Venice, Calif. 

It got away to a good start at Santa 
Monica March 10. The show with a new 
canopy, well painted trucks, made a good 
impression enroute and on the l[ot. 

Bill Dedrick did an outstanding job 
lettering and decorating the rolling stock. 
An advertising deal had been made with 


The white ticket wagon had plenty of flash. 
Pfening collection. 


Mobil oil and gasoline. Some trucks pic- 
tured the flying horse emblem. In the 
deal the oil company was to allow show 
posters in the windows of gas stations and 
distribute cut-priced tickets for the kids. 
Tt had a double page spread in the 
souvenir program. 

Nothing in the advertising mentioned 
Miller Bros., only Col. Zack in person. 

It was operated by the California Cir- 
cus Corporation 101 Ranch Wild West 
and International Congress of Circus 
Stars; in a thrilling and glittering array 
of sawdust and spangles. 

A flashy program was issued for the 
Golden Jubilee Tour with pictures of Col. 
Zack, 101 stars of other years, Will Rog- 
ers, Tom Mix, Buck Jones, Indian types 
that had been with the 101 Wild West 
Show. 

The advance had a variety of paper. 
They used some stock circus lithos with 
some outstanding wild west posters that 
are today collectors’ because they had 
advertised and picked up some rare ones. 

The program was: 


Concert by 101 Ranch cowboy band 
under direction of Le Roy Conkey. 

Event No. 1—The 101 Ranch on par- 
ade or Passing of the Old West in review. 

#2—AIntroduction of the world’s cham- 
pion cowboys, cowgirls and circus stars. 

#3—Major Bob Thornton and the 101 
Ranch military ponies. 

#4—Aerial ballet by young ladies in 
a display of grace and beauty. 

#5—The clowns have their innings 
on the funny trampolin. 

#6—Pony express; showing how the 


This semi was used to carry horses. Photo 
by the author. 


mail was carried during the pioneer days 
in the Far West. 

#7—Landon’s midgets, in a sensa- 
tional perch act. 

#8—Pure bred Arabian Posing horses 
presented by young ladies. 

#9—Horse roping featuring horses 
riden by Jack Wright, Frank Dean and 
Chief Sky Eagle. 

#10—The clowns are back again. 

#11—Maurice Marmalejo, king of the 
slack wire, center ring; Arturo Gutierrez, 
bounding rope, ring #1; John Gutierrez, 
slack wire, ring #3; Gutierrez Sisters 
tight wire over the hippodrome track. 

#12—Mark Smith presenting the only 
ali-girl riding act with the Misses Tina 
Keehler, Skeeter Knudsen, Pat Hart, 
June Hannon, Betty Haller, Laura Koepp. 

#13—Western Pastimes—Fine demon- 
stration of markmanship, rope spinning, 
knife throwing, push ball on horse back 
between two picked teams. 

#14—Landon’s Lilliputains in an ac- 
robatic novelty, the Henry duo on rolling 
globes, Gutierrez troupe of acrobats. 

#15—101 Ranch military mules. 

#16—More funny stuff from 
clowns. 

#17—Mark Smith premiere horse 
trainer of America in “Imilad” prize 
winning pure bred Arabian. 

#18—Hold-up of the Ponca City 
Deadwood coach. 

#19—Trick and fancy riding introduc- 
ing Buck Eddy, Hope McLennon, Frank 
Dean, Bernice Dean, Jack Wright and 
Dorothy Eagle. 

#20—101 Ranch high school horses. 

#21—Elephants are smart, Shirley 
and her trainer prove it. 

#22—Trick roping by cowboys and 
cowgirls. 

#23—Toni 
West dogs. 

#24—Mark Smith presents America’s 
greatest military act. 

25—Landon’s midgets in “The Prize 
Fight”. 

#26—Shetland pony races with mon- 
key riders; also chariot races and Roman 
standing races. 

#27—Attack on the emigrant train. 

Finale. 

The executive staff included James L. 


the 


Madison and her Wild 





ia 
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re 4 i" 


Paper from the original 101 Ranch was 


used by the 1946 show. Author's collection 


Wood, gen, megr.; Harvey 
N. Beck, gen 
legal adjuster; Norman 


Walters, gen 
Harry 
Anderson 
of concessions; Herbert Wilson, adv 
car megr.; James Wood, Jr., 
Mark Smith 
rick ; Robert 
trian director; Ova 
Wm. De Barrie 


Gutierrez, canvas supt.; Le 


agent 
Melon 
supt 


press agent 


usher: 
Ded 


eques 


head 
arena director; Wm 
paint supt Thornton 
Thornton, treasurer; 
John 
Roy Conkey 
Frank Chicarello. 
Allan Wood, announcer 
Henry, supt. of lights; R. A 
contracting agt.; Ovita Gutier 
Robert Galbraith 
tation supt.; Milo Hartman 

The 101 Ranch 
everything its own way 


side show mer 
musical director 
of front 
Clifford 


Simons. 


supt 


door 


rez, steward transpor 
mail 
didn't 
Never 
been so many circuses 
from Southern California in 
the Spring of one year at about the same 
time 

Besides the 101 
Wild 


El Monte for its second tour, the 


agent 
show have 
before or 
there 


since have 


starting out 


was the C. R 
Animal circus out of 
Al Dean 
Freeland, the 

Jacobi man 
Rudy 


was on 


there 
Montgomery 
circus headed by Forrest 
O'Hearn with Rudy 
ager. That was before the days of 
Bros. The Clyde Beatty 
rails for the first season 
West Coast after an early opening in El 
The Beatty name was remembered 
for the Beatty-Russell following his days 
on the Cole 
Naturally some people wanted to wait 
The 101 played a couple of 
weeks in Southern California before go 
mountain 


Barney 


circus 


It came into the 
Paso 


Bros. as star attraction 


Ranch 


ing over the hump, as_ the 


range is known 


That gave the Montgomery show 


and the 
during the 


chance to get ahead two were 


rivals 
billing war nor 


never close season. 


There “wail” 
paper posted 

Getting away in the middle of the 
month the 101 people stole the jump 
in that they played the Citrus Belt, where 
the orange season was in high gear. It 
was in San Bernardino on March 24 
and Riverside on the 25th 

Newspapers with the oil company tie- 
up gave the show good recognition. Ed 
Beck was ahead on publicity 

Luke Anderson, who grew up on his 
father’s show, and his mother were both 
with it. Luke had the privileges. His 
mother had leased the elephant, Shirley, 
to the show. She along not natur 
ally for the ride, but to keep an eye on 
everything 

Jack Dalton, billed as 
Dalton boys” 
publicity for the show 

Allen King, featured on Cole 
few years previous with a group of per 


was no 


went 


the last of the 


famed bandits, got much 


Bros, a 


forming lions and also operating King 
Bros 
Side 


the first day 


was lot superintendent 

manager De Barrie from 
demanded that the Red 
Wagon not be opened until he had made 


show 


an opening to get a first chance at the 
crowd 

solicitor. He 
traveled several days ahead soliciting ads 
Bill Dedrick back on the show to 
paint and hang them for display in the 


arena 


Joe Sullivan was banner 


was 


At Redondo the cowboys staged a 
shooting demonstration on the 
Whether they angry 


liquored up or just 


streets 
were in an mood, 
looking for 
ment the show got much publicity 

An amusement that 
Mark Smith knew how to handle pretty 
girls and spirited horses as shown by acts 
arena, It claimed he had 
trained more fine girl riders than anyone 


excite- 


paper reported 


in the was 


in the business 


The red ticket wagon came from the Cronin 
show. Photo by the author 


Featured was Miss Kaehler as the only 
woman to do a backward jump-up. 

Smith came with much experience on 
the Barnes show and the 
Horse Ranch in California 

Bob 


large Kellogg 


Thornton for most of his nearly 


30 years around the Barnes show, put the 


together and served 
trian director 

Though it was advertised as a show on 
the road 40 years the 101 title 
known on the Pacific Coast, where the 
show was playing. Consequently business 
was not what had been anticipated. This 
proved what the late Jake Posey told me 
one time. “A circus title put on the shelf 
5 years is dead.” 

It had 
Miller 
railroad show it 
in 1911 
stow Nov 


program as eques- 


was not 


seldom under the 

As a big 

that 
coming into California at Bar 

11, closing at Redlands on the 
24th to end a season of 24 weeks play 
ing 168 towns in 25 
14,097 miles. 

In the Spring of 1912 it opened at 
Santa Monica March 23 making a quick 
dash North 

The other trip West for Miller 
Wild West 1926. The first 
was Redding, close to the Oregon line on 
Sept. 25 19 days 
with Francisco 


appeared 
direction in California 


had been out way 


states, traveling 


Bros. 
was in stop 
It was in the state only 


three each in San and 
Los Angeles. 

The Jimmy Wood suffered as 
unknown. The third week for this 
wild west circus in ‘46 opened at River- 
March 25 


mona, 


show 
one 
side followed by Corona, Po 
Azusa, North Hollywood, Reseda 
Burbank 

The route followed was a good one for 
the Al G. Barnes outfit many vears 
Among the spots the week of April 22-28 
were Watsonville Santa Cruz, the 
latter being the winter home of the old 
Norris & Rowe show many years 

Patrons have little protection in a wild 
west This show 
Leandro on Francisco 
well at inland 
where ocean fog was not evident 


and 


and 


suffered from 
San 


Salinas, an 


canopy 
fog at San 
Bay, but did 
town 





California has long barred advertising 
close to the highway. Arrows for direc- 
tion of the show truck drivers carried the 
name 101 title. That cost the manager 
$40 at Woodland, where it played May 
10. 

Announcement was made from Red- 
ding on May 19 that the 101 had not 
been setting any records, drawing half to 
three quarter houses though weather was 
good. Marysville, May 15, had them on 
the ground. 

The Billboard correspondent wrote that 
a social club under the name of Hubba- 
Hubba had been organized. After the 
first nite show of a two-day spot, Sacra- 
mento, May 11-12, a weiner roast was 
enjoyed in the arena. Buck Eddie’s gang 
played their guitars and sang western 
songs. Bernice Dean's Ford carried a 
sign lettered by Bill Dedrick, “Hubba- 


The open arena and canopy is shown with 
Bob Thornton working a liberty mule act. 
Paul Van Pool photo. 


Hubba Girls’ Club, 101 Ranch Show.” 

Many on the outfit had colds. Ruby 
Wood was busy spooning out medicine. 
Maurice Marmelejo was teaching Ameda 
and Alecia Gutierrez the wire act. Jack 
Wright of the rodeo department was 
wearing gaudy ties. 

The Montgomery Wild Animal circus 
had jumped far ahead. The first day of 
June 101 was in Walla Walla, Washing- 
ton followed by Dayton, followed by 
Lewiston and Moscow in Idaho. 

In Portland, Oregon, at a two-day 


The former Hagenbeck-Wallace light plant 
was used by Woods on the 1945 Yankee 
Patterson show also. Photo by the author. 


stand, May 30-June 2, the show drew an 
estimated 20,000 for nine performances 
in two days. The seating capacity was 
3,500. 

Agent Walter Harvey garnered good 
publicity by a hook-up with the Oregon 
Journal. Decoration was a sellout. Salem 
produced two good houses. Then the out- 
fit moved into Washington, playing 
Bremerton, Renton, Seattle for four days, 
13-16. All records for the season broken 
at Bellingham. 

There were spots during the season 
when an epidemic of polio seriously af- 
fected business. As has often been the 
case local officials prohibited children 
attending public gatherings. This had an 
éffect on the season’s gross receipts. 

First week in July the Montgomery 
show was in Montana with dates at 
Fairview, Terry, Miles City, Bowman 
and Hettinger, followed in North Dakota 
too far to blame poor business on the 
competitor. 

A July Fourth party was given on 101 
at Boise, Idaho. This being a two-day 
stand the show people gave a special 
performance on the lawn of the Veterans’ 
hospital that brought favorable press 
comment. 

Temperature daily was between 90-102 
degrees with jumps 100 miles on the 
average. 

During the 18th week the circus-wild 
west combination was in Idaho, Utah 
and Wyoming with a two-day stand 
July 12-13 in Salt Lake City, followed by 
12 spots in Colorado. 

On July 24 it was at Canon City, where 
Bird Millman, long star wire performer 
with Ringling owned shows, is buried. 

It was there the trailer of Ruby Wood 
caught fire. Little damage was done. 
Enroute on a 141 mile jump to Canon 
City Arthur Gutierrez driving his father’s 
equipment, went to sleep and ran into a 
bridge; much damage was done. Bob 
Gailbraith, show mechanic, was kept 
busy to keep the trucks rolling. Mr. and 
Mrs. De Barrie picked up a new trailer 
going through Denver. 

During the first week of August the 
show made stands in Kansas at Pratt, 
Wichita for two days; Eldorado, Fort 
Scott, Nevada, Pittsburgh, Carthage and 
Coffeeville on Aug. 11. At that point 
the show had covered 5366 miles, many 
of which were tough going. It was a long 
way from home with daily unexpected 
difficulties arising. 

It had been a rough tour so far. Hope 
was held out that when the show got into 
Oklahoma territory, where the 101 title 
was well known, things would be better. 

Operating a circus has always been a 
precarious deal. Peter Fink, long time 
steward on B. E. Wallace, Hagenbeck- 
Wallace and Sells Floto, retired to put his 
money in a California orange grove near 
Riverside. He told how the Wallace show 
one season had a long wet Spring. Busi- 
ness didn’t change until long past mid 





The lone elephant was carried in this open 
top semi. Pfening collection 


summer. Crowds then were big. How 
ever, after a late closing, the season was a 
loss on the whole tour 

The management learned after reach- 
ing the hoped for promised land that the 
leased title was more of a liability than 
in asset. Several times a week while in 
Oklahoma the sheriff attempted to put 
in attachment on the show. It took some 
fast talking to prove the present manage- 
ment had not made the unpaid bills. 


Pay days were irregular. Some of the 
help were on the point of leaving when 
word got around that a contract had 
been signed for use of the people and 


equipment tn making 4 picture at a long THOSE AMAZING 
dnt Gok. Wille arcenped ton Spgs RINGLINGS AND 


ance of some of the performers at a 


lawn party during the three-day stand at THEIR CIRCUS 


Oklahoma City. Consequently there was 


in up-turn of business Gene Plonden 


Accidents came fast one week. En- Americana — $6.50 
route from Holdenville to Okmulgee one < acy ig 
of the show trucks killed a colored girl Approx. 340 pages, 8vo, 31 illustrations 
injuring two other children going to ' 


from photographs; Family Tree of 
chool. The show driver was jailed 7 


Everyone had a case of bad nerves August Riingeling (Ringling), compiled 
ifter a fatal accident at Duncan. A ; 


‘In £R: 5 

friend of the Sugar Brown troupe was by Charles Josef Ringling 

killed on the. highway. He had joined at ee s 

El Reno and was dancing with the troupe The “Glory Days” of the circus really began in the 1880's when rhe Ringling 
Early September found it in New Brothers put their first show on the road, with Yankee Robinson as a partner, The 


Mexico sithia slim, pickings:at/Carlebad famous old showman died before the season ended—he was buried in Jefferson, 
on Sunday the 15th because of a Na- Iowa, where he died—but the young Ringlings kept going and growing 
tional Mexican holiday celebration. How they became the five kings of the circus world makes fascinating reading 
Hobbs turned out to be a good day This is Americana and this is history, tracing the growth from the struggling 
Clovis was light and weather cold. The little “Carnival of Fun” and the mud show the Ringlings operated during their 
following week it played towns along the first few years to the climactic 1920's and 1930's when their circus moved aboard 
Mexican border of Lordsburg, Douglas one hundred double-length steel railroad cars. 
Bisbee and Nogales. 

A two-day stand at Tucson Sept 
was the best in the state. A show was 


As a reporter Plowden had an unusual opportunity to cultivate friendships with 
27-28 circus people, eat in the cookhouse, ride on the trains, and prowl through winter 
quarters to learn of the whole complex operation. Besides, he had access to reams 
given at the Veterans’ hospital in Tucson of circus material. And one of his best sources was the late Roland Butler, a long- 
Those appearing in this were Fred Bow 
ery, roping; George and Jack Fairburn, 
Ko Ko; Lo Lo, clowns, Landon’s mid Gene Plowden has been with the Miami bureau of the Associated Press 
gets, Sugar Brown Indians, Toni Madi since January, 1946. His love for the circus, like his writing career, began 
son's dogs when he was a boy in Clarendon County, S.C., where he started writing 


After a two-day stand at Yuma, Ari for the “Manning Times” at the age of twelve. He received his degree 
zona, the show crossed the Colorado from C 


time friend who was head of Ringling press department for more than thirty years. 


mson Agricultural College in 1924. He covers horse racing in 
river to be back in good old California 


The date at San Diego, October 11 
through the 20th was a disappointment 
Another hospital appearance was at the 


Children’s Hospital. Todd and Pe FREDDIE DAW 


oe joined here to operate the grease erReus HOR BY HAL ib 


A 321% week tour ended at Monrovia TAS CATALONIA @ CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA 33134 


October 24. Jimmie Wood brought it ORDERS TC KINDLY INCLOSE 
THE ABOVE F YOUR ZIP CODE 
PLEAS E 


Florida for the AP and is an authority on circuses, particularly the 
Ringlings. 


back with help of some loyal people 
They had encountered storms, dust, polio 
accidents and poor business. There were 
three more towns not made as scheduled 
on the route card 





JESS ADKINS and ZACK TERRELL 


proprietors of the... 


A History of the Cole Bros. Circus 


From the beginning of 1938 circus 


news was bad. Cole and Robbins 


no exceptions. Even before Robbins 
opened it was evident that Cole Bros. was 
not drawing like it should. A 
in the April 30 Billboard said that Cole 
Bros.” Chicago 


that attendance for the 


orief iter 
busine 


way off reflect gener business con 
ditions in the Windy City. The new Tim 
McCoy Wild West Show ver in the 
International Amphitheater wasn't get 
ting any business either 


spring of 1938 in Chicago just 


Busine 


be had 
The news from Chicago 
distressing to Adkins and Terrell be 
of the additional financial oblig 
they had found ssume 
1 


order to get both shows on the road 


necessar 
was brought out later in the 
proceedings the show had 
$25,000 from “local Roches 
to fir 
and to 


repairs and improvemen 


men” in order 


the new show 
winter 
older show. This loan sectred by 
ziving a mortgage on t 
land and buildings. It 
C. Bradley 


in Rochester, 


inter q 


president of 
supplied 
funds. Also it 
additional financing 
Investment Co. to give 


these y 
through Asso 


them 


fron 
ciates 
chattel 
both 
ture consisted of the orig 

holding company, the Indiana 
Corporation, and the two operating 

Cole Bros.-Clyde Beatty Circus 
Inc. and Robbins Bros 
all three corporations 
gaged to the hilt and had 
k it in 1938 


mort on all equipment of 


shows. The shows financial struc 


panies. 
Circus Inc. and 
were now mort 
to either make 
it or brea 

Business in Chicago did not 
nd after the final 
1 the 


performance on May 


show moved rapidly to Rochester 


where all tents had been 
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improve 


erected awaiting 


5-40 


Part XI - The 1938 Season 


By Joseph T. Bradbury 


son M 
stated th 
had _ beer 
show h 
The poor 
bination of 


Newspaper ad for the Robbins stand Oct 
12, 1938 at West Palm Beach, Fla 
Circus”, a title 


used the 


title of “Famous Robbins 


variation used by several motorized circuses 


during the 30’s. Author's collection 


—WEST PALM BEACH— 


TOMORROW 


DOG TRACK ON BELVEDERE ROAD 


THE FOREMOST CIRCUS 
IN AMERICA 
WITH HUNDREDS OF WORLD FAMOUS FEATURES, 
INCLUDIN 


All Time 
His First Appearance in West Palm Beach 


* OBBIN: 


CONGRESS 
OF ROUGH 
RIDERS, 
INDIANS 


[ GALA 
STREET 
PARADE 
Tomorrow 


business conditions and bad pub 
eaks. That same issue of Bill: 

rd told of the folding of the new Tim 
McCoy Wild West Show in Washington 
D« ironically at the 
jor wild Miller Bros. 

101 nch Wild West, had gone broke in 
193 The McCoy story 
of wagon paralysis” and 
200 G's that had gone into framing the 


same location the 


west show 
was simply one 
over 
new show had gone down the drain in 
At the auction of Mc 
Coy equipment a few weeks later 
Bros 


only a few weeks 

Cole 

purchased the fine advance car at 
nd had it shipped to Roches 
where it was parked for the 

the season 

ard reporters on hand for Cole’s 


under canvas opening in Rochester were 


high in praise of the show's performance 
Special 


n for the new big top, a 


plugs 
160 ft 
improved 
There was a new 30 ft. neon 
h 20 letters at the main 
nd a IS ft. sign also with 20 
Both 


also enclosed in new 


appearance 


ind physical 


three 60's and the 
} 
inch 
etters for the side show 
wagons were 
Durin 
in modern li 


these years Cole Bros. was 
zhting and each 
een new improvements. 
Cole 
weeks in its 
Ohio. 
Bend, 


Conners- 


Rochester opening 
next few 
Indiana and 

stand was at South 

WwW e, Muncie 
Indianapolis for a scheduled 
don Saturday and Sunday 
7 and 8. Blue | forces intervened 
neellation of the Sunday 
adver- 


spent the 
familiar territory in 


The second 


forced 


nd after been heavily 


tised and billed. Four Indiana stands fol 
lowed Indianapolis and the show entered 
Ohio May 13 at Hamilton, then went to 
ti for two days, May 14 and 15 
territory always had 
circuses in the early spring, 
other shows 


Cincin 
This particul 
plenty of 


however opposition from 





Photo No, 1—Cole Bros 
lot at Indianapolis, Ind. May 7, 1938. Photo 


new big top on 
by George Piercy 

played little or no real part in the poor 
making. Howard Y 
Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus 
and the 
with Cole at several 
during the 1938 
season the two shows stayed out of each 


showing Cole was 
had 


show 


Bary’s 
opened in Indianapolis 
was in opposition 
stands but generally 


other's way. The early closing of Ring- 
ling-Barnum, which will 
eliminated opposition from the Big One 
Several of the motorized shows 
Downie Barnett Bros. 
territory at times but 


The trouble through 


be related later, 


larger 


such as Bros. and 


were in Cole’s 


caused no trouble 


out the season was simply bum business 


and at times bad weather. The combina 


tion of the two spelled trouble not only 
Bros. but for all 


seen 


for Cole shows as it 
will be 
Meanwhile 


under 


Robbins Bros. had opened 
April 30 at Kokomo, Ind 
disappointir was 


canvas 
to very business. It 
cold and the crowds just didn’t come. As 
installment 
difficulty in 


the wagons 


mentioned in the previous 


the show experienced real 
getting everything loaded on 
train. At 5 a.m. the 


morning the show was still on the lot and 


ind on the next 


Photo No. 3—Palm 


loaded 


Tree Tableau, No. 70, 
shown here on Cole Bros 
lot at Bloomington, Ill., Aug. 3, 1938, final 
Photo by Tom and Bob 


wardrobe 


stand of the season. 
Parkinson 


the train was hours late in moving to the 
Minster, Ohio. Also as 


previously related one cage bh to be sent 


next stand at 
being room on 

Actually the 
planned to use a 


back to Rochester, there 


the train for only 5 
show had originally 
total of 7 cages. One cross cage, No. | 
and painted with the Rob 


never left 


was fixed up 


title but 


bins Rochester qu 
Of the 22 cz 


used in 1937 


ters. (See photo No. 4) 
Cole 


would have 


which and which 


been available for use by the 
two shows in 1938 it was planned to use 
ill but 3 


behind only the former 


Ringling hay eating animal den 


12 ft. cage 


turned out 


one 
ind one cross cage, but as it 
due to extremely tight loading 
train 
scheduled for Robbins never left quarters 
12 ft taken to Kokomo had 


returned due to space limitation 


of the Robbin one cross cage 


ind a den 
to be 

In the last installment some doubt was 
lion 
idvertised in the Rob 


cast as to whether or not the sea 
act Was present as 
bins performance. The absence of a sea 
ion cage or the act performing in the 
several hundred photos available of the 
Kokomo, led us to 
How 


has come forth 


Robbins opening in 
selieve perhaps the act didn’t show 
ver, since then evidence 
that the sea lions were on the show a few 
Why ippear in 
the Kokomo photos is not known. Per 


weeks later they do not 


haps they were added a few days later 


Maybe the 


overland by 


inimals were transported 
truck. Regardless of what 
be CHS member Wes 


July 21 at New 


the answer 
Herwig caught the 


may 


show 


Photo No. 2—Historic view taken on Cole 
lot at Bloomington, Ill, Aug. 3, 1938 


Menagerie top is in background while big top 


Bros. 


center poles in foreground are ready to be 
raised for lost time during the disastrous 1938 
season. Following the evening performance 
the show closed suddenly and secretly moved 
back to Rochester quarters. Photo by Tom and 


Bob Parkinson 


ind the notes he took that 
They 
cage that 
putting 

floor 


Britain, Conn 
day state the sea lions were present 
kept in a 
into a sea lion den by 
tank of 


The absence of a 


were conventional 
was made 
portable water on the 
conventional sea lion 
cage with drop down tank might be the 
reason it was not spotted in early season 
photos 
Wes 
Bros. July 21 are 
interesting were 10 elephants, 
grown, and 3 punks. Six bulls performed 


3 in each end ring 
zebra, 1 


Herwig’s notes on the Robbins 
menagerie on 


There 


quite 


Also present were 3 
yak, and | 
type of hoofed 


5 cages, two cross, and three 


camels, | antelope 


(or related creature) 
There were 
12 ft 


lows: Cross 


dens. ¢ contents were as fol 


cages (1)—monkeys and 


birds; (2)--2 pumas, 2 leopards; 12 Foot 


Photo No. 4—Cross fore 
ground was lettered with Robbins Bros. title 
and scheduled to go with that show in 1938 
but due to 


cage No. 17 in 


space limitations remained in 
Rochester quarters as shown here in a photo 
taken in late fall that year. Photo by William 


Koford 





Photo No. 5—Robbins Bros. on lot at Ko: 
opening stand, April 30, 1938 
New big top (first one used by show in 1938 
Photo by Bob Danner 


komo, Ind 


is in background 


(1)—1 tiger; (2) 
lions; (3) 
Several 


overland 


Cages lion, 1 
deer 
Robbins Bros 

until the show 

and were dropped then because of regu 

the time 
commercial trucks bearing 

license to enter the Dominion 

that travelled overland 

the frozen custard truck 

Rogers 

and 


trucks 
entered (¢ 


went 

anada 
lations in which 
hibited 
foreign 
Units 


force at pro 


included 

petrified 
peanut 

Adkins’ 


man 
conces- 


private 


Lester 
truck, 
1utomobile 
Dick Conover 
letter written by 
John P 
historian 


exhibit, 
sionaire Jess 


has in his collection an 
Adkins 
noted circus 
illustrates the 
financial Robbins Bros 
was in on opening date. The was 
indeed opening on the proverbial shoe- 
Adkins had to borrow $750.00 
evidently to 
Conover 
the letter 
printed herewith intact 


Bridg cf 
21st 


interesting Jess 
to the late 
fan 


poor 


Grace 
and which 
condition 


show 


string and 
from 
financial 


Grace meet pressing 


obligations. has gen- 


erously loaned us which is 


Mr. John P 
Kokomo 
Dear Mr 

Have time in letting you hear 
from me, but am at. last herewith 
Draft 28423, The Canadian Bank of Commerce, 
Bridgwater, N.S. to the Canadian Bank of ¢ 
New York, in sum of seven hunc 
fifty dollars, the kindly loaned r 
on the ring ‘the Kokomo 
hasn't into Canada 
but I will be all right on the 
1s crops are pretty good in the USA and 
like a good fall. Do not know just how 
we will get to Indiana, but should we get close 
vill you to see us. The Cole Show i 
vot doing so hot either in Canada 

Will you please send to me BY EXPRESS to 
HOUSTON, ME to reach me there by June 
29th, the ring which I left with you at the time 
‘ou made me this loan. Am also inclosing a 
twenty dollar note in addition to draft 
and certainly wish to thank you for helping me 
out at a time when I surely needed it. Will 
make thi how win out before the eason is 
ver 

With all 
the above, I 


Grace 
Indiana 
Grace 
been a long 


umount so 
night we left 
so hot since we 


Business 
been came 
believe it season 


looks 


close 


above 


best 
remain 
Sincerely 


shes and thanking you for 


yours 


Jess Adkins 
Due to the lateness of the Robbins 


train leaving Kokomo the matinee at the 
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Sunday 
didn’t begin 
Kokomo 


date at Minster, 
p.m. As 
business at Minster 
expectations. Several 

Marion 
light 


second stand, a 
Ohio. 
true at 


until 5 was 
was 
other 


was 


not up to 
Ohio stands 
fair, Wooster 
good night 

At the 
May 3 the 
the show and 


followed just 


had a matinee but 
crowd 

third Lima, 
John Robinson elephants left 

their 


The reason given 


stand at Ohio on 


returned to 
Park, Ohio 
because of the 
but 
down the show 
mentioned that the 
Marion for 
in elephant from the 
late 
arrival in Akron necessary to 
call off the parade after had 
lined the streets waiting for the scheduled 
parade at The Akron matinee was 
light but night crowd was pretty good 

The John 
phants cut the Robbins herd to 7 but the 
replaced. Several eyewit- 
nesses say that Robbins was still carrying 
10 elephants a few later. In all 
the 3 replacement elephants 
Marion and no doubt 
bulls at Rochester quarters 
than from the Cole herd which 
playing that day at South Bend 
There is no evidence that the Cole road 
heard of 14 was cut. 


At Akron the Billboard reported that 
several major adjustments were made on 


quarters 
it Terrace 
was crowded conditions 
it was a 
nut. The 


Robbins 


show in reality 


on the train 
move to cut 
Billboard 
train was held in some time 
arrival of 


The 


waitir 
delay caused a 
making it 


thousands 


Cole show 


noon 


loss of the 3 Robinson ele 


3 were soon 
weeks 
probability 
arrived in came 
from excess 
rather 


was 


the Robbins show. Expenses and excess 
personnel were trimmed to a minimum 
kinks in had 


been eliminated and the show was moving 


Opening day loading now 


smoothly 
In the May 


Green 


14 Billboard columnist Nat 
“Notes From The 
Crossroads” commenting on the folding 
of the Tim McCoy and the circus 
situation in general summed up the Rob- 


wrote in his 
show 
bins show as follows 

Robbins Bros. Circus has been framed 
sturdi as the 
chance of show to survive 
even make some profit. Although it is a 
very pleasing show the nut has been kept 
down. S. ies are nominal and perform 
ers not only double, but triple, and quad 


ona business basis and h 


best any and 


Photo No. 6—Robbins Bros, elephants in 
parade at Kokomo, Ind. April 30, 1938. Seven 
of the 10 bulls Photo by 
Bob Danner 


made the march. 


which is the smart thing with a 


this size. We 
mind, who rides parade, appears in the 


ruple 
show of have one girl in 
does a lady principal, works in the 
big riding act, rides menage, and works 
Wild West We're not 
sure but that she also does swinging lad 
ders. A 
will get 

As this 
that 


forced to close 


spec 


in the Concert 


show framed so economically 
to be had." 
continues it will be 
after another is 
most of them broke with 
opening again. Before 


four of the six railroad 


money if there's any 
narrative 
shown one circus 
no chance of ever 
the season is over 
shows will have closed prematurely and 
failures among the motorized 
medium 


was the 


the list of 
shows, large and small, is long 
What Why that 
1938 is considered the worst circus season 
in history 
well as those showmen who were in the 
business at the time know this is true but 
1938 


reason? was it 


Circus fans and historians as 


never hear elsewhere that was 
such an unusual or bad business year in 
The truth is that in 1938 
very sharp and severe business 
although liberal minded poli 
ticians and economists usually ignore this 
fact. It 
even though the Roosevelt administration 
never called it by that ugly word which 
was reserved only for Mr. Hoover and 
his like. Instead it was called the “reces- 
Liberal authors of economic his- 
would lead one to believe that the 


you 
general there 
was a 
recession 


was a real business depression 


sion” 
tory 
great depression which reached the bot 
tom in the 1932 gradually 
eased and there was a steady upturn from 
then on. This is true on through the fall 
of 1937 but then after 
heavy government deficit spending, pump 
priming, etc. in the alphabet soup days 
of PWA, WPA, CCC severe and 
sharp economic recession set in during 
months of 1938 and the na- 
tion’s business economy did not recover 
until the heavy war time spending began 
in 1940. 

I do not intend to get into any kind of 
gical argument over this matter but 


summer of 
years of 


even 


etc. a 


the early 


ideolc 





am only relating a true fact which, as a 
historian, I must explain to the 
reader the reasons for the disastrous sea 
1938. Actually 


than the severity of the reces 


circus 
son of it was the sudden 
ness rather 
sion th did the damage. It came much 
unexpected 
skids much faster than the great depres- 


more and business hit the 
sion which was more of a gradual down- 
fall of 1929 until the bot 
was reached in the summer of 1932 


right 


turn from the 
tom 
This 


going 


time everything was 
bottom 
number 


factors 


when 
rosy, so it seemed, the 
dropped out due to a 

Some of 


unrest, war 


suddenly 

of factors. these 
jitters in Europe, the 
social security tax on businesses that 
1938 


were 
labor 
new 
went into effect on Jan. | but most 
of all it 


economic 


was caused by a false sense of 
brought on by 
priming than 


owners 


security govern 


ment pump rather true 


business growth. Circus were 


caught had 
They 
1938 but in 
stead most of them had actually expanded 
expecting the 1937 to 
were in for a 
1938 


completely by surprise and 


not prepared themselves for it 


should have retrenched for 


good business of 
They 


terrible 


continue indefinitely 


rude shock as the tale of 
will relate 


At Newark 


obtained a 


Ohio on May 9 Robbins 
smaller big top, a 120 ft 
with one 50 ft. and 
dark and 
rather worn top which 
dition, It 


the lot due to a 


round two 40 ft 


middles. It was a dirty and 


was in fair con 


had a rather awkward look on 
10 ft 
to the center 


to widen it to SO ft 


strip of new white 
middle piece 
ind this contrasted 
unsightly 
appearance of the rest of the canvas. The 
which had placed into 
use on opening day, was shipped back to 
Baker Kansas City in ex 
change for the tent 


canvas added 


sharply with the somewhat 


new top. been 
Lockwood in 
This 

Seating 
in the smaller top remained the same but 


smaller was 


another obvious economy move 
the seats now spilled over into the hippo: 
track. Other measures 


taken were the paring of all working de 


drome economy 


Photo No. 7—Lead stock and Cage No. 10 
in Robbins Bros. menagerie tent, Kokomo, Ind 
April 30, 1938. Photo by Bob Danner. 


partments and even the advance was cut 


somewhat. Adkins was quoted as saying 
this retrenchment is in keeping with 
present day times. The first week's grosses 
ere far short of expectations and reflec 
ted general business 
Middle We: In an 
business the 
price 


Robbins 


conditions in the 
attempt to bolster 
admission 
50 cents to 25 cents 
found the Ohio full 
although as was the case with 
Opposition from other 
major factor in the poor busi 
Playing in Ohio now were 
Barnett’ Bros., Downie 
Bros., H Bros., and Lewis Bros. 
the Tom Mix Circus was on its 
Harris Bros., 


anticipated — business, 


child’s general 


was cut from 
state of 
of circuse 


Bros shows 


Cole 

is not 
ness received 
Harris Bros 
and 
way 
drop in 


recently cut 


due to a 
had 
both the size of its big top and its pro 
mid 
May the only circus reporting good busi- 
ALG 
West Coast 
Union 


there 


am in order to lower its nut. In 


Barnes-Sells Floto on the 


ness was 


trouble” for 
1938 


circuses started 
American 


walkout 


early in the season. The 


Federation of Actors caused a 
during Ringling-Barnum’s opening in 
New York City Ralph Whitehead, 


executive threatened 


and 
secretary, serious 
difficulties were not 
ousted 
had signed 
union agreement for 1938 but the new 
John Ringling North 


measures if contract 
Sam Gumpertz, now 


Ringling-Barnum 


ironed out 


is head of 


Ringling head man 

illempting to make modifications in 
the contract due to the current economic 
Bros. also had 
The AFA was now at 
Hagenbeck-Wallace 
in picketing the 
rounds in Pittsburgh 


situation. Cole signed 
with the 


tempting to 


union 
force 
into a contract and beg 
show's 


May 
then 


one stand in West Virginia 
Wheeling, Bros 
into Pennsylvania. The 
car derailed and 
ridge about 30 miles from 
May 18. No one 


is not a 


Robbins 
show's 
smashed into 
Johns 
was hurt and 
bulls, 
B & O Railroad was unable 


scratch on the 
»wever the 


to extricate the car in time for the show 


to get to Johnstown in time for its 


scheduled performances. The car 


ired and the 


was 


show moved on to the 


Robbins had its 
Sunday off at Binghamton, 
May 22. The final week in May 
in western New York state 
dipped back into Pennsylvania for a 

nd May 28 at Warren 
of the Shrine Club. Warren was home of 
the Warren Tank Car Co. 
of circus and carnival railway equipment 
The Decoration Day May 30 was 
it Niagara Falls and proved to be the 
yanner spot so far with very 


next stand at Lewistown 
first real 
N.Y. on 
saw the show 


under auspices 


manufacturer 
stand 
busi- 


200d 


Bros 
fair with much rain and cool weather. A 
May 19 at Can 


promise 


Cole business in Ohio was only 
Street parade was given 
fulfill a 
officials when granted a license 

ard reported that the 
as pretentous as the 


ton to made to city 
The Bill 
parade was not 
street pe nt the 
that it pleased many 
It rained heavily in the morning 
matinee had only a half 
near capacity at night in 
one of the best of the Ohio stands 
After six Ohio Cole 
Pennsylvania for three stands 
Buffalo, N.Y. on 
had not improved 


year before but 
people 
ind the 
but there 


house 
was 


entered 
and then 
May 23. Busi 


and there 


stands 


was at 
ness now 
was serious concern by the management 
as to the future of the show. Obviously it 
could not continue unless there was an 
upturn in business 
Mid-West 
territory in the early spring, was not pro 
ducing. Later it that this 
particular area was the most depressed 
in the entire country. J. D. Newman had 
the Cole show and Floyd 
King the Robbins show since beginning 
King had lined up a good 
route for Robbins through the larger and 
better towns of Ontario and Quebec and 
anticipated an upturn in business in Can- 
Since it appeared that this route 
might be profitable and since the towns 
booked 


The route through the 
which was always good circus 


was discovered 


been routing 


of the season 


ada 


were on an average somewhat 


larger than those Robbins had been play 
ing in the states it was decided by Adkins 


Photo No. 8—Cross Cage No 
and pumas) in Robbins Bros. menagerie tent, 
Ind. April 30, 1938. Photo by Bob 


18 (leopards 


Kokomo 


Danner 


BROS. ciRCUS 


inal 


i 





and Terrell to let Cole Bros. take over 


the scheduled Robbins route in Canada. 
King then re-routed the Robbins show 
up into the Maritime provinces and into 


territory that had not been played since 
Al G. Barnes was there in 1935 

Cole's first Canadian stand was May 
24 at Hamilton, Ontario and Robbins 
entered the Dominion May 31 at St. 
Catherines, Ont. Hagenbeck-Wallace also 
entered Ontario and in early June there 
shows in the The 
three soon separated as Robbins moved 
on north eastward and Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace into western Ontario 
Cole’s early Canadian business was only 
fair and the into 
weather 

In contrast to the difficulties Ringling- 
Barnum Hagenbeck-Wallace 
having with the union, Cole Bros. found 
it to be most reasonable and sympathetic 
The June 4 Billboard 
announced that Cole had reached a new 
AFA agreement in which the wage scale 
for workingmen had been cut $8.00 a 
month from $40.00 to $32.00 and the 
bonus plan was out. Besides the wage 
reductions the workingmen’s compensa- 
tion system was also scrapped in favor 
arrangement. Performers 
gave concessions. Ralph Whitehead, after 
listening to the show's tale of woe, agreed 
to the new arrangement which went into 
effect May 23 at Buffalo. It was empha- 
sized by both sides that the new terms 
were only temporary and that the union 
reserved the right to reestablish the old 
when it thinks business justifies. 

That same issue of Billboard said that 
Ringling-Barnum was attempting to arbi- 
trate differences with Whitehead but was 
making little progress. John Ringling 
North said that unless the union okays a 
25% wage cut the show would have to 
North said business in 1938 had 
dropped as much as 80% from 1937 in 
some cities. 

There was another major circus cas- 
ualty of the season when Downie Bros., 


were 3 major area 


moved out 


show ran very cold 


and were 


to its difficulties. 


of a new also 


scale 


close 


Photo No. 9—Featured Hollywood Western 
Star, Hoot Gibson, leading Robbins Bros. spec 
around hippodrome 
performance, Kokomo, 
Photo by Bob Danner. 


| 


track during opening 
Ind. April 30, 1938 


owned by the highly competent and re- 
spected Charlie Sparks, closed May 31 at 
Portsmouth, Va. and returned to Macon, 
Ga. quarters. Sparks said that business 
in Ohio had been very bad and although 
it had picked up considerably in New 
Jersey he still felt it to close after 
giving all personnel-a two weeks notice 
Sparks said the show would be kept in- 
tact and would reopen later in the season 
if business conditions improved 

After 16 stands in Ontario Cole Bros. 
moved into Quebec June 13 for a two- 
day stand at Montreal. Seven stands were 
played in the province before the show 
returned to the states June 22 at Berlin, 
N.H. Very little appeared in the trade 
publications about Cole’s Canadian tour 
except that business still wasn’t anything 
to brag about 

In contrast to the scant coverage given 
Cole the Billboard was loaded with news 
of Robbins’ tour of the Maritime prov- 
inces and it appeared that the smaller 
show with the first street parade natives 
in the area had seen since Sparks was 
there in 1928, was doing better although 
the Jess Adkins letter printed here would 
indicate otherwise. The June 18 Billboard 
said that Hoot Gibson, making his first 
personal appearance in Eastern Canada, 
was proving a good draw and the parade, 
first one in many years, evoking 
great interest. The show praised the 
Canadian National Railroad, saying that 
it certainly knew how to move a circus 
without delay, for example the move of 
180 miles from St. Johns, Que. through 
Montreal to Quebec City was made in 5 
hours. One of the longest overnight runs 
from Riviere du Loup, Que. to 
Campbellton, N.B., a distance of 190 
miles, and the train arrived at 7:50 a.m 
with two shows and the parade right on 
schedule 

On June 11 Robbins played Charlotte- 
Island. It 


best 


was 


was 


town, Prince Edward wasn't a 
first” by any means as 
shows in the past had 
island, but still it was a 
and interesting 


you 


many railroad 
played on the 
rather unusual 
trip. Old 
weren't a real 
until you had made Prince Edward 
Island. The June 25 Billboard told the 
story of the Robbins stand on the island 
as follows 


most timers 


trouper 


used to say 


Prince 
move 


“Any trouper who has ‘made’ 
Edward Island knows that it is a 
requiring a lot of effort and preparation 
Charlottetown was the only stand on the 
island and was on a Saturday. Friday 
two shows and a parade were given in 
Moncton, N.B. and by midnight the train 
was on its way. There are 35 miles on the 
main line to Sackville, where a branch 
line of 38 miles is Cape 
Tormentine. At Tormentine the train 
was split in two sections and two coaches 
were left on the mainland. Half of the 
occupants of the two coaches were up at 
3 a.m. and accompanied the first boat 
with the first show train 
This is an hour's ride over nine miles of 
water, the Northumberland Straits. The 
landing on the island is at Borden, where 
two engines were in readiness to take the 
first section to Charlottetown, 
there at 6:30 a.m 

‘The second section followed, arriving 
at 8:30 a.m 
by 11:30 and the performances right on 
time. The distance from Borden to the 
capital city is 42 miles twisting 
and in many places steeply graded road- 
bed. Jess Adkins and his staff were all 
set for the and everything went 
right along as planned by the Canadian 
National Railroad Floyd King 
had over the with Edgar 
Rebertson, asst. superintendent, who per- 
sonally accompanied the train in a_pri- 
vate car Tormentine and there 
awaited its return the following morning. 

“One of Robertson’s assistants, Page 
Carlisle, went through with the circus 
trains to Charlottetown. On the island 
side Supt. E. W. McKinnon moved the 
trains quickly to and from Borden. P. A. 
McGrath, circus trainmaster, was untir- 
ing in seeing that all went along without 
any hitch, and neither he, nor Snooks, 
his assistant, barely closed their eyes for 
two nights. 

“The run from Prince Edward Island 
to Sydney is a little less than 400 miles 
and Syd- 


traversed to 


section of the 


arriving 


The parade was on its way 


over a 


move 


officials. 


gone details 


as far as 


is from one island to another 

Photo No. 10—Second big top used by 
Robbins lot at St. Johns, Quebec, 
June 4, 1938. Note 10 ft. strip of new canvas 
used to widen center middle piece. Photo by 
Joe Brislin. 


Bros. on 





ney is on Island and re 
quires a ferry ride for the circus train to 
get there. In this one trip two bodies of 
salt water are covered. The ferry ride 
into Sydney is smaller than the 
nine miles from Tormentine, N.B. tc 
Borden, P.E.1. This run was made on 
Sunday with a stop at Stellerton, N.S. to 
and with the excellent 
the C. N. Railroad was 
made in record time 

Robbins then made a 
tour of Nova Scotia playing 11 
before returning to New 
27 at St. John 
road delays on the 
Nova Scotia 

Back 
the circus world were taking place that 
would affect the routing plans of 
both Robbins and Cole Bros. After weeks 
with the union 


Cape Breton 


much 


feed and water 


service given by 
rather extensive 
stands 
Brunswick June 
no rail 


through 


There were still 
long moves 
in the States important events in 
soon 
of fruitless negotiation 
Ringling-Barnum closed for the 
June 25 at Scranton, Pa. and returned to 
The show had 
wage cut if it 
The union refused 
Scranton. After 4 
more negotiations the 
show loaded up and returned to Sarasota 
Meanwhile the AFA also began picketing 
the other Ringling-owned show, Al G 
Barnes-Sells Floto, however at’ Pocatello 


season 
Sarasota quarters. insisted 
there must be a 25% was 
to continue the tour 

a strike at 


days of 


ind called 


useless 


Idaho employees of that show agreed to 


take a 25% cut so the show could con- 
tinue 

At Redfield, S.D. on July 11 the Barnes 
was enlarged to 46 cars with equip 


features, 


show 
ment, menagerie 
Ringling-Barnum 
The 
Barnes-Sells 


acts of 

from 
Sarasota was given the title 
of Al G Floto Combined 
Circus Presenting Ringling-Barnum Stu- 
pendous New Features. The enlarged 
show was then scheduled to play out the 
projected RBBB route through the mid- 
west and and would winter at 
Sarasota 


and 
which arrived 


show 


south 


Ringling-Bar- 
annual route 


sudden closing of 


had left 


The 


num vacant its 


Photo No. 11 
layout on lot at 
1938. This is 
layout’. Line of tents from left to right in 
top, 
stock and dining 


Robbins Bros 
McKeesport, Pa 


in ideal circus 
May 13, 
known as a “John Robinson 


clude sideshow, menagerie, big and 


baggage 
William H. Walton collection. 


padroom, with 


tents in rear 
through New England. Since both Cole 
ind Robbins were now entering that < 

after their 
ment was anxious to re-route and pick up 
the stands vacated by Ringling. A meet 
ing of Adkins and Terrell and their top 
officials took place June 28 at Newbury- 
port, Mass. At Floyd King 
was named Cole Bros. 
given the both 
Robbins for the remainder of 
the season. J. D. Newman made 
contractor of Bros. In a 
recent interview Floyd King said that at 
this meeting he told Adkins and Terrell 
that he felt he could lay out a route that 
could save the Cole show provided they 
would street parade on the 
show. King says he was given assurance 


Canadian tours the man 


this meetir 
general agent of 
and job of 


was rout 


Cole and 
was 


railroad Cole 


restore the 


Photo No. 13—Big show band on United 
States Bandwagon leaving Robbins Bros. lot 
May 18, 1938 for parade 
Band is wearing raincoats, a common garb 
that Photo by 


at Pottstown, Pa. 


for many parades 
T. Warner 


season 
Russell 


that the parade would be restored but the 
management failed to live up to its prom- 
ise. Some immediate route switching was 
New England. Robbins Bros 
picked up a date Ringling-Barnum had 
vacated in the Portland, Maine area and 
Cole picked up RBBB scheduled stands 
R.L.; New New 
Haven, and Hartford, all in Connecticut, 
Springfield, Mass. and Albany, N.Y. which 
in ordinary times were all extremely fine 
Cole added to its newspaper ad- 
vertisements, “NOW, the Greatest Show 
on Earth”. 

A few shows in early 
business was a little better 
Parker & Watts Circus, a 
ized show 


done in 


at Providence, London, 


stands 


July were saying 
The 
major motor- 
said business had picked up 
in the Dakotas. Barnett Bros. 
claimed good business in the Providence, 
R.I. area and Tom Mix in northern New 
York upturn had noted 
However, another large motorized show, 
Seils - Sterling Circus, Iron 
Mountain, Mich. on July 4 and returned 
to quarters where a few weeks later its 
equipment sold off piecemeal 
After first stand back in the 
States June 22 at Berlin, N.H. the show 
moved into Maine for stands at Lewiston, 
Bangor, and Augusta. The first 
New England saw some bad weather. A 
hail mixed with 
rain ruined what promised to be a record 


new 


somewhat 


said an been 


closed at 


was 


Cole's 


days in 


strong wind and heavy 





Photo No. 12—Another view of Ribbons 
Bros. on lot at McKeesport, Pa. May 13, 1938 
in an ideal “John Robinson layout’. Big top 
canvas is being laced on ground. William H. 
Walton collection. 


matinee at Bangor. Night business was 
termed as excellent. Augusta and Lewis- 
ton had pretty good business. At Augusta 
Mlle. Dolores, sister of the. Great Flor- 
enzo, suffered severe and painful injuries 
in a performance mishap. It was the 
second mishap for the act during the sea- 


son. On opening day the Great Florenzo 
himself was injured when his somersault- 
ing auto twice landed wrongside up. 
Doctors had forbidden him to do the 
stunt any more so his sister had taken 
over the act. While in Maine Ken May- 
nard left the show and returned to Holly- 
wood. Although it was reported in the 
Billboard that Maynard had left only to 
fulfill movie commitments, actually his 


Photo No. 14—Robbins Bros. red ticket 
wagon, No. 30, in 1938. Wagon was built in 
quarters shop at Rochester. Photo by William 
Koford. 


departure was a further move on 
part of the show’s management to 
down on the daily nut. 

Cole’s Sunday run from Augusta to 
Concord, N.H. was made through a 
blinding rain which continued off and on 
all through the Monday show date. Busi- 
ness at Concord was termed “good”. The 
show had a late arrival the next day in 
Newburyport, Mass. when it was dis- 
covered the train could not negotiate a 
tunnel from Concord so backtracking 
through Boston was necessary. Glouces- 
ter, Mass. was cold but dry and overcoats 
were in order. Lynn, Mass. came through 
with one of the best days since leaving 
Canada with a near capacity at night. 
Adverse business conditions and threaten- 
ing weather affected the take at Fitch- 
burg, Mass. but a good day was in order 
at the Independence Day stand July 4 at 
New Bedford, which saw the matinee 
crowd sitting on the grass and there was 
almost a turnaway at night. Brocton with 
rain and poor payrolls in the town pro- 
duced poor business. Plymouth was big 
and Fall River gave good business. At 
Plymouth the weather was good but a 


hilly lot presented some difficulties. 

The several good days Cole had in 
New England could not compensate for 
the bad ones and the show left the area 
and entered New York at Albahy on 
July 18. 

Robbins Bros. returned to the states at 
Houlton, Maine June 29, played the next 
day at Caribou, then jumped back into 
Canada at Woodstock, N.B. so as to be 
there for Dominion Day on July 1. Then 
the show returned to Maine July 2 at 
Calais. It was cool topcoat weather dur- 
ing the rainy week experienced in Maine. 
Rain was very heavy at Calais, One pleas- 
ant side, however, was the green grassy 
lots the show had in Maine. 

Leaving Maine Robbins went to North 
Conway, N.H. on July 8 and then en- 
tered Vermont the next day for 5 stands 
in that state before returning to New 
Hampshire for 3 additional dates. The 
show drew well in Vermont in spite of 
rain. There were near capacity houses at 
Burlington on July 13 and good business 
was gathered at the other stands. The 
train didn’t arrive in St. Johnsbury until 
9:30 a.m. because of delayed loading at 
the previous stand due to a muddy lot. 
It rained most of the day in Manchester, 
N.H. and the parade was held in a pour- 
ing rain. Rain came again at Worcester, 
Mass. on July 19 and because of a soft 
lot the parade was cancelled but matinee 
delayed only slightly. Six stands in Con- 
necticut completed the Robbins tour of 
New England. The August 6 Billboard in 
commenting on the tour said Robbins 
had encountered an abundance of rain 
in New England, however no perform- 
ances were lost. Beginning at Manchester, 
N.H. July 18 rain fell almost contin- 
uously until ending July 23 at Bridgeport, 
Conn. At some stands the show was 
actually knee deep in mud in the back~ 
yard. The old big top was getting in 
pretty bad shape so it was replaced by 
a newer and larger top at Worcester. 
The Billboard said the top was new and 
probably it was, at Jeast photos indicate 
it to have been in very good shape. It was 
larger than the 120 ft. top and in all 
probability it was the same big top later 
used by Cole Bros. in 1939 which was a 
140 ft. round with three 50’s. 

Meanwhile Cole Bros., after two stands 
in New York, entered Pennsylvania July 
20 at Wilkes-Barre for four dates in the 
Keystone State. The show had good radio 
tieups at Wilkes-Barre with Harry 
Thomas broadcasting the unloading, set- 
ting up of show on the lot, and interviews 
with performers and staffers. The show 
claimed the good publicity resulted in 
good business with a three-quarter mat- 
inee and capacity at night. 

Cole was now limping along, having 
gotten behind in salaries and other obli- 
gations. Business continued to be poor at 
most stands. It moved into West Virginia 
for stands at Charleston and Huntington 
and started westward through Kentucky 
for stands at Ashland, Lexington, Louis- 





ind Owensboro and August | was udden close of Cole Bros. in the follov 
ville, Ind. The next day the show inted in its entirety 
toon, Ill. and on A HALTS COLE TOU 
on, Ill. which turned out to be to Quart ter Si 
d of the season. Actually the , 
booked and billed for several 
more weeks with a westward route 
through Illinois and Tov The end came 
suddenly and without warning. Payments 
Associates Investment Co. were far in 
other financia 
tions. Associates was unwilling to let the 
show continue and felt in order to pro 
tect their investment had to foreclose on 
the mortgage and bring the show back to 


Rochester 


A ve Sets 


Photo No, 15—Robbins Bros. on lot at ‘ s ck foreground with 6 
Chattanooga, Tenn, Aug. 3, 1938 showing the sole menagerie tent in front. Note the show 
large canvas layout after the show was en vas using two tents for baggage stock. Photo 


larged to 21 cars. Big top (third and final one L humley 
] g tor 


In order to a t S legal action 
from other creditors which might tie up 
the show leaving nded enroute, the 
move c Jone with 
the ¢ S r or prominent 
fan uch as 
Tom and Bob 
but no one other 
knew the show planned to close 
return that night to quarters rather than 
proceed to the next stand at LaSalle, I 

expected. Contracts with the railroad 


in secre That night the show 


when the personnel and performers 
up the next morning the show 
Rochester Zack Terrell’s Statement 


An examy 
that mig ve t how s 
mentioned cal Bloomin 
pers which told of the show's 
the edition the next d The 
that a local constable serve 


with chmen 
hard Walker 
W r had oper 
custard wagon. The she 
$300.00 appearance bond 
lowed to proceed 


The August 13 


bbins Bros. after leaving New 
d entered New York July 


Poughkeepsie a then started south 
through v y and Pennsylvania 


re show t Plainfield, N.J. the day 
ole closed. Robbins’ 13th week was 
winn s the sun was now 

re were no muddy lots 

Middletown, N.Y. it was necessary 
ecause of heavy rain the 

The show arrived in Mid 

im. but in switching the 

the Erie yards there occurred 


jerailments which held up 

inloading until after 8 a.m. Parade was 

half hour late but afternoon perform 
ince was on time 

Cole Bros. wasn't the only show that 

found the going £ in August 

di arly August at 

due to repossession of its 

Newton Bros. Circus, owned and 

William Newton, closed 

t Willoughby, Ohio due to 

ind bad weather. Lewis 

ill out but told the B d 

in Michigan was not good 

bits of news came through 

nbeck-Wallace, now in 

is NOW getting better 

season filled with almost 

ibor, financial, and person 

Brightest bit of news was 

»wnie Bros. would reopen August 

Columbus, Ga. with Manager 

Sparks asserting he felt business 

nd agricultural conditions in the South 

d proved enough for the show to go 


k on the road 


The good weather Robbins was getting 


was almost too good as the show now 
found itself in a heat wave with the 
thermometer hovering around the cen 
tury mark at the stands at Patterson 
N.Y Eastor a., Plainfield, N.J.. and 
Allent« Pa. No performances were 
lost but for humane reasons it was 
deemed expedient to call off the parade 
it Lancaster, Pa. on Aug. 5 

Leaving Pennsylvania after the York 


Page 21 





stand the next day the show then headed 
south rapidly for a 
Va. on August 8 
in area which produced some of the best 
The 
performances both at 


stand at Richmond 


The show now got into 


business of the season show staged 


three Richmond 
and Norfolk in order to take care of the 
crowds 


At Petersburg, Va. on August I1 
wind 


there 


was severe electrical and rain 


storm. The big top was threatened as the 


menagerie top collapsed. Inside the big 


top several quarter poles swung free 


while personnel acted as anchors and 


there were 
left shortly 


them down. Fortunatety 
and the 


for Lynchburg 


held 
no injuries show 
after | 


There was no 


am 
Lynchburg 
because of the steep hills which made it 


parade at 


almost impossible to parade in the town 
had been a definite upturn in 
business in Virginia which led the 
believe the 
a good bit of the early 


There 
man 
might be 


agement to show 


able to recover 


season’s losses during the remaini 


weeks of the tour. The management also 
felt that if the 


the performance stren, 


show as enlarged and 
thened the chances 


of recovery would be much greater 


An a 


ciates 


Asso 


permitted 


reement was reached with 


Investment Co. which 


Robbins Bros. to be enlarged with 6 cars 
Bros 


from 


of Cole equipment. The cars were 
joined Rob 
W.Va. The 


train up to 
ind 20 back. The 


consisted of 


shippec Rochester and 
August 15 at Bluefield 
additional brought the 
I cars with | 

Iboard stated the 6 
2 flats, 3 stock and 1 sleeper 
ever s think this is incorrect and 
ictually tocks, 2 flat 
The shortage of 


bins 
cars 
advance 
cars. how 
observe 
believe it was 
and 2 cute 
taken after the 
largement make it impossible 

right or 


sleeper 
photos of the show 


determine what is wrong, how 
ever it seems logical the show would need 
only 


need at least 2 sleepers to 


2 stock cars rather than 3 and would 
accommodate 
the added performers and personnel. One 
bagg stock, the 
The Billb 


and elephants 


stock car contained 


other had wild west horses 


stated that zebras, camels 


Photo No 
renumbered and 


16—Baggage Wagon No. 90 
lettered with Robbins Bros 


title was No. 73 on Cole Bros. earlier in the 


ded. Perhaps 


came on but s 


few 


doubtful 


were also 


i. Assum 
in the type 
now 


more elephants were 
the observers are corre 
rs added the enl show 


consisted of | advance lats, 6 stocks. 
ind 6 sleepers. 

Major 
was the ¢ 
Also a 
cluding 
joining 
hour 


sentative 


iddition to the 
Beatty 
other 


performance 


lyde wild animal ac 
joined in 


Staffers 


Hoffman, 24 
repre 


few performers 
Otto Griebling 
Arthur 


Ora Parks 


clown 
included 


man, and press 


According to the Billboard 7 cages of 
this is cor 
2 ft. or 14 


Beatty's per 


animals were added and 
They 


ft. dens 


wild 
rect included 6 of the 
containing Clyde 
forming cats and No. 20, the hippo cage 
The hippo c had the Cole title on the 
skyboard  painte out and the word 
Beatty 


zes to house his 


Hippopotamus” added who had 
10 cz 


on Cole 


used inimals while 


earlier in the season, had either 


reduced the number of cats in his act or 
fewer cages, but he 
them in only 6 


least 3 baggage 


crowded them into 


was now able to house 


cages. At wagons were 
new flats with the 
Bros. No. 77, the 
which was repainted 
title 


was Cole 


loaded on the 
One 


also 
cages was Cole 
steel arena wagon 
with the Robbins 
75. Another 
7 had 


served as Beatty's private dressi 


renumbered 
Bros. No 
props 
g room 
title and 
identification of 


and 
wagon 
clown and 


3. which carried 


It was relettered with Robbins 
became No. 90 


the third bz 


Exact 
wagon is unknown but 
is defin 
than 
that 


it shows in photo No. 16 as it 
Cole rather 
Remember 
Cole wagons had white wheels and gears 
had red (dark) 
there was another 
gon or a Mack truck 
been room for it 
Photos indicate on the flat 
the Cole title had merely been painted 
out and they had not been relettered. A 
photo of one of the new sleepers taken at 
Chattanooga the Cole title at top 
of the car to have been painted out but 


itely painted in the 


Robbins color scheme 


while Robbins colors 
Possibly 


as there would have 


cars that 


show 


season. Wagon is ready to come down runs 
during unloading at Ashville, N.C., Sept. 4, 


1938. J. Beardsley collection. 


-BRISTOL--- 


WITH HUNDREDS OF WORLD-WIDE FEATURES 


AUGUST 


CLYDE BEATTY 


THE WORLD'S GREATEST WILD ANIMAL TRAINER 


| GALA STREET PARADE AT 11 A. M._ 


Rik 

we 

ALL nation’s 

LA ARGENTINA 


GiGANTIC HOST OF CIRCUS wizaRos 
NEVER BEFORE ON THIS CONT! 


Ly 


ALL CHILDREN 

AFTERNOON 
Newspaper ad for Robbins Aug. 19, 1938 
Tenn.-Va the old 


AND NIGHT 
Buchanan cut of the ‘Robbins 


stand at Bristol, featured 

moustached 

Brothers”. Author's collection 

underneath the windows there was painted 
Clyde Beatty World's 

Animal Trainer appears 


and perform- 


letters 
Wild 


n person in 


in large 
Greatest 
each every 
nce 

The new cages including the hippo den 
greatly 
of course the 


vere added to the parade and 
trengthened it as they did 
how's menagerie 


A revised program sheet was inserted 
in the center of the show’s printed pro 
The addition of Clyde and Harriett 
Beatty's major 
improvement of the performance and the 
Robbins was first 
circus in respect fully 
capable of playing any size city on the 


proposed southern route 


ram 


wild animal acts were a 


enlarged show now a 


class every and 


Robbins reported good attendance at 
Gary, W.Va Wytheville, Va 
shortly after the enlargement 
King routed the into the 
Kentucky which 
territory he had played so often back in 
the 20’s with his 


and stands 
played 
Floyd 


eastern 


show 


coal fields was 


own railroad circuses. 
Robbins provided the first railroad show 
street parade in several places since the 
King-owned Walter L. Main 
Bros 


swing 


days of the 
ind Gentry 

After a through the 
part of Kentucky the show dipped into 
Tennessee and had a really big 
Nashville on August 29 which 
capacity house in the afternoon and a 
turng it night. The told the 


circuses. 


southern 


day at 
saw a 


show 





Billboard that been 
satisfactory for the past few days. 

In mid and late August a few 
finally 


business had most 
shows 
upturn 
Barnes 
features 


were reporting a general 
in business. The enlarged Al G 
Sells Floto with RBBB show 
aid it was getting it now in North Da- 
kota and Minnesota. Tom Mix claimed a 
good stand in Kansas City and both the 
Mighty Haag and Downie Bros. 
singing praises of recent 
Mighty 
State was much 


shows 
were Georgia 
stands Haag said business in the 
than that 
Carolinas and 
the Columbus, Ga 


stand for his Downie 


Peach better 


gathered recently in the 
Charlie Sparks said 
reopening show 
was very good 

After 6 
big city dates 


ville, 


including 
at Chattanooga and Knox 

Bros eastward 
through the Smokies for a stand at Ash 
ville, N.C, on Sept. 4 
Carolina followed and then it was back 
into the State for a 
tended engagement of 15 


Tennessee stands. 


Robbins headed 
Two days in South 
rather ex- 


thor 
oughly covering the state in anticipation 


Tarheel 
stands 


of getting its share of the tobacco farm. 
Downie 
Bros, was also in the state and opposition 


ers’ newly acquired greenbacks. 


was encountered at some stands, one of 
them being Ashville. Weatherwise it was 
varied and the show had hot days, wet 
and even felt an early cold spell 
In September the pages of the Bill 
board were again filled with circus disas: 


days 


ters of this, the worst season ever. The 
largest motorized show on the road, Tom 
Mix Circus, Sept. 10 at Pecos, 
Texas, due to bad business and went into 
quarters at El Paso. For a few weeks 


there was some jazz about the show sell 


closed 


ing off its trucks as it was going on rails 


in 1939 but the show was sold off piece 


meal and it was soon evident the show 
Claims of 


ippeared against the 


was finished various nature 
Mix show for the 
rest of the fall and into the winter and 
spring 

finish of 


September also saw the 


Hagenbeck-Wallace, one of the 3 re 
maining railroad shows still out, at River 
when heavy claims and other 
finally killed off Howard 
Bary’s large railer in its second season 


side, Calif 
adversities 
There was some talk for a few weeks 
that Bary would take out a 15 car show 
from the wreckage but this amounted to 
only talk. Ringling interests took its part 
of the Hagenbeck-Wallace property to 
the Baldwin Park quarters and the cred 
itors fought it out over the rest of it 
The Sept. 17 Billboard gave the first 
news in some weeks of the Cole Bros 
troubles. It stated that 4 per 
formers had filed a petition in 
court in South Bend on Sept 
$7,599.00 in back 
that a be appointed. The per 
formers were identified as Irma Zavetta, 
Rafael and Giovanni Zoppe, and Claude 
Langlois. The petitioners also 
that property of the show 


financial 
federal 
7 claiming 
wages due and asked 
receiver 


alleged 
had been trans: 
Investment Co. of 
defraud 
stated that the investment 


ferred to Associates 
South Bend to 


further 


creditors. The 
article 
held a chattel mortgage on the 
Robbins show and that 


able to go on the 


company 
Cole and Cole 
had been road this 
Rochester 


$25,000 and 


season only because 
supplied 
mortgage on the 
ings. It said that 
took mortgage on 
$68,000 and 
show could no longer carry on 
item said that 70 draft 
Cole quarters had recently been sold for 
benefit: of (Auther’s note 

this evidently included all draft stock not 
currently on the road with Robbins.) 


business- 
took a 
build 


men had 
winter quarters 
Associates originally 
both 
when the Cole 
An addi 


horses at 


shows for 


foreclosed 


tional 


Associates 


Photo No 


at Ashville, 


17—Robbins Bros. loaded flats 
N.C., Sept. 4, 1938. Note that 
4th baggage wagon from rear is of different 
Cole 


Bros. when show was enlarged. Another Cole 


color scheme indicating it came from 


wagon, No. 90, is loaded a short distance 
forward. J. Beardsley collection 


Following the lengthy 
stand Robbins 
stands in 
Georgia 


North Carolina 
south with four 
then played 
Augusta, Savannah, 
and Waycross before entering Florida 
Oct. 3 at Jacksonville. The show played 
10 stands in Florida and at several 
places was met with the first real and 
fierce opposition from another 
the season, Robbins and Al G. Barnes- 
Sells Floto fought it out for a number 
of the better Florida dates and engaged 


headed 
South Carolina, 
stands at 


show of 


in a real billing war at Lakeland where 
Robbins accused the larger show of cov 
ering its paper. used 12 
sheet “Waits” utilizing mainly Ringling 
stuff with “Barnes-Floto 


small print 


Barnes-Floto 


Presents” in 
The standard Ringling lithos 
Frank 


Robbins 


being used 


Buck, and 


were of 
other top features 
used a lot of radio time in 
Orlando, 
lando 


Gargantua, 


Jacksonville, 
Tampa. In Or- 
Tampa 
used 10 inch newspaper ads which read, 
Don't be mislead—the Ringling circus 
will positively NOT exhibit here this 
It closed its season in Scranton, 
Pa. in June and went back to winter 
quarters at Sarasota, BUT Robbins Bros 
Circus will present Clyde Beatty, etc. etc.” 
Robbins fought the 
it could but 


Lakeland, and 


Lakeland, and Robbins 


season 


larger show as best 
observers on the 


that Barnes-Floto posted twice 


veteran 
scene said 
as much paper as Robbins 

St. Augustine on Oct. 14 was the last 
Florida stand and the went back 
into Georgia for a stand at Valdosta the 
next day. A Sunday run 
ind Robbins moved to Atlanta for a two 
day stand, Oct 7-18 Again it had 
Floto 
which was booked into the city for two 
Nov, 7-8 
wait 


good daubs in 


show 


long followed 


heavy opposition from Barnes 


days. ind had posted consider 


able paper. Robbins also got some 
Atlanta and had a 
derful banner showing on the former site 
of the Terminal Hotel. It was the first 


time Atlanta had seen two shows in one 


won 


year in some time. Robbins paraded in 





Atlanta, giving the natives 
railroad 
Bros, 101 


1 march in the 


downtown 
their street. parade 
Ranch Wild We 
late 20's 


two-day 


first show 
ince Miller 
had staged 

Atlanta 


business of 


produced the best 
matinee 
ticket 


turned 


the season. First was 
ft house and at night the 
with many 
had a 


night 


wagon closed at 7:45 
wa Sec 
ind it \ cap 


good house 
The 


wait signs did not deter the 


ond matinee 
Barnes 


Atlanta 


cily at 


crowds 
After Atlanta 


ward for a stand the 


moved north 
day at Rome 
into Alabama _ for 
Birmingham 
then played the last stand of the season 
it Decatur, Ala. on Oct. 22. The final 


stand house in the 


Robbins 
next 
Ga., then 


went over 


stands at Gadsden and and 


had a three quarter 
packed at 
the Bi 


Cole 


night 
Iboard. 


closing 


and it was 
to the 
true 


ifternoon 


according report in 


As was with the 


earlier the end came suddenly and with- 


out warning so far as performers and all 


but a few top staffers were aware. The 


Tenn 
Hopkinsville, Ky., on 
25 and it had been publically an 


show was billed to play Columbia 
on Oct 
Oct 


24 and 


idvance the show would 
close at Hopkinsville 

The late E. W. Adams. 
in the ticket dept., once told 
that the knew 


the show had closed was when they 


nounced in 
who was on 
the show 
the author 
that 
woke up the next morning and the train 

Nashville railroad yards. It 
innounced that the had 

Adams, the 
the employees 


first anyone 


was in the 
was then show 


closed and according to 


performers and most of 


were let go at that time. Adams was very 
bitter about it and 
Adkins for this “redlighting” of personnel 


is he termed it. It was evident the sudden 


never forgave Jess 


closing after days of apparent good busi- 
hess was a bitter pill for the performers 
ind workingmen 

Even though the Billboard reports of 
recent weeks had indicated the show had 
such was not the 
weather had been 


done okay of late 
complete The 
fine with exception of a week of rain in 
North Carolina and there were some 
good days, such as Atlanta, but the show 


not able to overcome the earlier 


story 


was 
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Photo No. 19—Group of baggage wagons 
lined up at Rochester quarters in late fall of 
1938..No. 75 in 


Bros, title 


lettered with 
Clyde 


arena wagon and had been Cole Bros. No. 77 


foreground 


Robbins was the Beatty 


earlier in the season. Photo by William Ko. 


ford 


losses of the season and meet its current 
financial obligations 

I ed Arnold Maley 
interview conducted with him in 
this 


Robbins Bros 


ibout this in the 
prepara 
articles and asked 


tion for series of 


was successful after 


August 15. He 
there 


him if 
the enlargement on said 
that 


days 


even though were some good 


there were still too many loosing 


and marginal days and the show could 


just not earlier losses and 
tay solvent. About all it had 


to do was to keep going for several weeks 


recover its 
been able 


ind make a reasonably complete season's 
route 


ters, the 


to Rochester quar 
and the 
fate 
Both operating 
the parent holding 


show returned 


train unloaded, equip 


ment stored and awaited its along 


with the larger Cole show 
corporations well as 


insolvent and Associated 


had 


shows 


company were 
foreclosed on all 


held 


Investment Co 
property of both under its 
chattel mortgage 

An article in the 
under the heading “Cole Registers Sched 
ule of Debts” stated that Cole Bros, had 
filed consent to a judgment in bankruptcy 
and registered its schedule of debts with 
clerk in South Bend 
total in debt of 


single having 


Oct. 15 Billboard 


the federal court 
The show declared a 
$418,338 without a 
transferred its property to the 
Investment Co 
$40,000, 


ule was $319,324 for 


asset 
Associates 


lo satisfy a mortgage of 


The largest single item in sched 


unsecured claims, 


which was followed by $54,8 due in 


wages to performers and workers for the 


past 


season 
came forth in the 
trade publications on the Cole and Rob- 
bins difficulties for the remainder of the 
year. Matters were now in the hands of 
the federal court and no ruling was ex- 
pected until early 1939. had 
physical equipment, an- 


Little or no news 


Associates 
control of the 


imals, and all properties other than the 
real estate and quarters buildings which 
bank and 
Associates made plans for 
property at an 
First transaction made public 
Clyde Beatty 


innounced he had taken possession of his 


as held by the businessmen 
of Rochester 
disposing of some of the 
early date 


was in November when 


lions and tigers, having purchased them 
Beatty three 
Anna Ma ney, and Mary 
Beatty got the elephants 
partly, at 
owed 


from Associates. ilso. got 
elephants 


ind c 


believed 
least, in consideration 


of back salary to him 
winter days of 
hand and the 
of winters set in for many showmen 
list of lost it all in 

long that had 


and were living very 


The December were 


melancholy 
The 
1938 
survived 
frugally 
imong the many 


now on most 


those who had 
and those 
were lucky 
Adkins and 
had 


years of 


Terrell were 
their and sev 
hard 


down the 


who seen investment 


eral work and careful 


building go drain in a few 
months. 
Solly 


column in the 


short 
Under the 
Billboard, in 


Circus 
Marquee 
noting the 


writing in the 


solemnity of the times gave 


this bit of inspiration, “Be Optimistic 
season 


this 


next will be better. They can’t all 


be like books,” 
Outdoor showmen everywhere hoped he 


one, It's not in the 


vas correct 

(Note. I am especially indebted to help 
Wes Herwig, Dick Conover, Al 
and Gordon prepara- 


given by 
. otte 
Conover Potter in 


tion of this installment.) 
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Official Route, Season of 1938 


April 
May 


15-May 1—Chicago Stadium (indoors 
Rochester, Ind. 
South Bend, Ind 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Muncie, Ind 
onnersville, Ind. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Indianapolis, Ind. (billed but not permitted 
to show account of Sunday 
Lafayette, Ind 
Terre Haute, Ind 
Anderson, Ind 
Richmond, Ind. 
Hamilton, Ohio 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Dayton, Ohio 
Springfield, Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 
Canton, Ohio 
Butler, Pa 
Erie, Pa 
Sunday 
Buffalo, N.Y 
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 
Kitchner, Ontario, Canada 
London, Ontario, Canada 
St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada 
Brantford, Ontario, Canada 
Sunday 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
31—Toronto, Ontario, Canada 


under canvas 





Jun 


3 
3 


1 


29 


0. 
1 


Orilla, Ontari 
Sudbury, Ontario, ¢ 
North Bay, Ont 

Pembroke, Ontari 
Sunday 

Ottawa, Ontaric ada 
Peterbor 


Canada 


Ontario, Canada 
Owen Sound, Ontario, Canade 
Woodstock, Onta Canada 
Coburg, Ontario nada 
Brockville, Ontari 
Sunday 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
Montreal, Quebec 
Trois Rivere, Quebec, Canada 
Joliette, Quebec, Canada 
Granby, Quebec, Canada 

St. Hyacinth, Quebec, Canade 
Sund 
Orumminsville, Quebec, Canac 
Sherbroke, Quebec, Canada 
Berlin, N.H. (USA 


Lewiston, Me. 


Canada 


anada 


Bangor 

Augusta 
Sunday 

Concord, N.H 
Newburyport, M 
Gloucester, Ma 
Lynn, Mas 


Salem, Mass 
Fitchburg, Mass. 
Sunday 

New Bedford, Ma! 
Brockton, Mass 
Plymouth, Mas 
Fall River, Mas 
Newport, R.1 
Quincy, Mass 
Sunday 
Providence, R.1 
New London, Conn. 
New Haven, Conn 
Hartford, Conn 
Springfield, Mas: 
Pittsfield, Mass. 
Sunday 


Oneonta, N.Y 
Wilkes Barre, Pa 
Williamsport, Pe 
Altoona, Pa 
Uniontown, Pa 
Sunday 
Charleston, W.Va 
Huntington, W.Va 
Ashland, Ky 
Lexington, Ky 
Louisville, Ky 

ro, Ky 


Sunday 


August 


She 


Evansville, Ind 

Mattoon, III 

Bloomington, III 

closed at Bloomington and moved directly 
to Rochester, Ind. quarters 


OFFICIAL ROUTE CARD 


AMANENT ADORESS 


ROCHESTER. 


\) INDIANA 


Official Route, Season of 1938 


deer 


Kokomo, Ind. (Opening Stand 
Minster, Ohio 
Lima, Ohic 
Marion, Ohic 
Wooster, Ohi 
Akron, Ohi 
Youngstown, Ohi 
S m, Ohic 
Dennison, Ohi 


Sunday date 


cancel 
Newark 
Marietta, Ohi 
Cambridge, Ohi 
Wheeling, W.Va 
McKeesport, Pa: 


H 

Olean 
Warren, 
Sunday 
Niagara F 
St. Catherine: 


Oshawa, Or 
Ontari 
Ontari 
Quebec 


Canad 


Conada 


Canad 


Canad 


Halifax, N.S., Can 
Bridgewater, N.S 
Yarmouth, N.S. 

Dig! Cana: 
Kentville, N.S., Canad 
Truro, N.S., Canada 
Sunday 

St. John, N.B 

Fredrict 

Hoult 


Carit 


ver-F 

te 

rth Conway, N.H 
St. Joh y, Vt 
Newport 
Burlingto 
Rutland, Vt 
Keene, N.H 
Laconia, N.H 
Sunday 
Manchester, N.H 
Worcester, Mass 
Norwich, Conn, 
New Britain 
Stamford 
Bridgeport 
Sunday 

y, Con 
Conn. 

Poughkeepsie, N.Y 
Middletown, N.Y 
Newburg, N.Y 
Morristown, N.J 
Sunday 
' 
Patterson, N.J 
Easton, Pa 
Plainfield, N.J 
Allentown, Pa 
Lancaster, Pa 
York, Pa 


W.Va 


liamson, W.Va 


Gary, W.Va 
Wytheville, Va 
Bristol, Tenn.-Vo 


Morristown, Tenr 


Sunday 
idlesboro, Ky 

Harlan, Ky 

Corbin, Ky 


Elizabethtown, Ky 


lasgow, Ky 

Bowling Green 
vday 

Nashville, Tenn 


ja, Te 


Tenn 


Ter 


Tenn 
N.C 


ville, S.C 
N.C 
N.C 
n-Salem 
Burlington, N.C. 


ro, N.C 
Point, N.C 
Raleigh, N.C 
Fayetteville, 
Wilmington 
New Bern 
Sunday 
Washingt 
Greenville. 
Kinstor 
Gi 


F 
Sunday 
Charleston 
Columbia 
Greenwood 
Augusta, Ga 
Savannah, Ga 
Waycross, Ga 
Sunda: 
Jacksonville, Fla 
Gainesville, Flo 
Orlando, Fla 
Lakeland, Fla 
Tampa, Fla 


Ky 


byville, Tenn 


N.C 


St. Petersburg, Flo. 


Sunday 
Miami, Fla. 
Miami, Fla 


West Palm Beach, Fla 


Daytona Beach 


Fla 


St. Augustine, Fla. 


Valdosta, Ga 
Sunday 
Atlanta, 
Atlant: 


Birmingham, Ala 


Decatur, Ala 
closed at Deca 
Rochester 


Photo No. 18—On 
cages used to enlarg 


tur and moved directly to 
Ind. quarters 


e of Clyde Beatty's cat 
e the Robbins Bros. par 


ade shown here at Chattanooga, Tenn. Aug 
31, 1938. Photo by A. L. Chumley 





READERS COMMENTS....., 


Paul Horseman recently discovered this 


photo of the Forepaugh calliope, By a general 
look at the surroundings it can be determined 
was taken in the late 1890's when 


W. Washburn 


this picture 


the calliope was on the Leon 


Circus 


Adam Forepaugh Steam Calliope 

November-December, 1965 
with 
irticles pertaining to parade vehicles a 


Bandwagon 
As seems to be the case most 
number of new facts concerning the his 
tory of the Forepaugh calliope have been 
after the original paper 
Frank C, Goldquist of 
writes that he grew up 
Illinois, the 
of Fred kindly 
available to the Bandwagon some of his 
childhood recollections. Mr. Goldquist 
writes, “After the 1906 fire on the Cos: 
mopolitan show he (Fred Castle) brought 
to Galesburg for re- 


discovered was 
published. Mr 

Savanna, Illinois 
in nearby Galesburg 


Castle. He has 


home 
made 


the calliope back 
pairs. As a boy attending school in the 
winter of 1906-1907 I 
empty factory building and watching an 
old German fellow making new carvings. 
restoring the burned 
liope. Later in 1907 I remember the Cos. 
mopolitan show was in Monmouth, Illi- 
During the date the 
was loaded on an inter- 


recall passing an 


painting, and cal- 


nois, 16 miles away 
restored steamer 
urban flat and was brought over to Gales: 
playing full blast. The 
front of the central fire 
and next door to the newspaper 
The statement that the calliope 
the Cosmopolitan Carnival in 
1907 helps clear up the confusion that 
surrounds the last few his- 
tory. It has also been determined for cer. 
tain that the calliope was on the Cosmo- 
politan Carnival in 1905. This fact 
not quite resolved at the time the article 
published. Obviously the Hulburd 
Wild West show broke up before it could 
finish the 1905 tour 

Mr. Goldquist 
Forepaugh steamer on the Cole Younger 


burg electric 


tracks ended in 
station 
office. 

was on 


years of its 


was 


was 
seeing the 


remembers 
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Wild West 
continues, “Previously, as 
1903 Castle was with the 
Wild West which 
in Galesburg. I hung 
lot to pick up what I could 
I was right there when they 
their first 
fired the 
but it was up to the show to pro- 
player. He and Frank 
or Cole Younger—I'm not sure which: 

were discussing the the young 
to play Younger 
said, ‘I told him I wanted plenty of music, 
but I don't think he play 
replied, ‘I don’t think so either.’ However 
recall the 


Show in 
you 


and Frank James 
1903. He 
noted, in 
Younger 


opened the 


and James 
ason 
iround the 

hear and see 
ready to make 


were getting 


parade. Fred (Castle) always 
boiler 
vide the James 
ability of 


man_ hired James, or 


can Fred 


is near as I can music was 
idequate.” 
staff has ac 


Recently the Bandwagon 


quired these two photos of Castle's cal- 
The picture of the calliope in from 
Paul 
taken while the machine 
was on the Leon W. Washburn show in 
the late 1890's. The other one shows the 
calliope on the Campbell Bros. Circus in 
either 1899 or 1900 and is from the P. 


M. McClintock collection 


liope 


parade is from Horseman and is 


almost certainly 


JOE B. WEBB CIRCUS, SEASON OF 1936 

William H. Schreiber, a student of 
zoology at University of California 
Davis, Calif reference to the 
statement on page 23 of July-August 1966 
Bandwagon in the Joe B. Webb, Season 
of 1936 that “Betty Webb had 
received a large hamadryad (what is 
it???) used for a pit attraction” as 
follows 

A hamadryad is a species (papio 
hamadryas) of baboon, which in ancient 


writes In 


irticle 


to be 


limes was regarded as a sacred animal by 
Although the term ham 
adryad can also refer to the King Cobra 
in this instance I think it means a baboon 
as the article kept refering to an ape or 
show as a pit 


the Egyptians 


baboon carried by the 


attraction.” 


here 
1899 
or 1900. The man standing in the rear of the 
Castle, the owner. P. M 


collection 


The ex-Forepaugh calliope is shown 


on the Campbell Bros, Circus in either 


calliope is Fred 
McClintock 


BOCKUS & KILONIS CIRCUS — 1936 

The following comments were sent to 
Bandwagon by member Leo Grouper, of 
Orrington, Maine. 

The Bockus and 
Circus appeared in Maine, on 
June 10, Newspaper 
ads came out about two days before the 
show paper 
busi 


Kilonis Wild 
Bangor, 
1936 


Animal 


short notice 


arrived do not recall any 


whatsoever. I saw the matinee and 
I remember some of 
the acts mentioned in the Bandwagon 
article. I that Schultz’s arena 


was set up on the back side of the tent, 


ness was very poor 


remember 


and the cage truck was spotted next to it 
This way it was not taken down during 
the performance. As I remember it, it 
was a pretty good performance. The fol- 





lowing Monday morning a piece appeared 
in the Bangor Daily 
had appeared here the Wednesday before 
Bass Park 


News that the circus 
was back at the lot the show 
had played 

According to the the show had 
played Millinocket 12, 


ind evidently the owners tried to get the 


paper 


on Friday, June 


show back to Manchester, New-Hamp. 
the 
paper reported that someone on the show 


shire, the winter quarters, because 


was quoted as saying the show was scat 
tered all the way from here to Manches: 


was also quoted as 
without 
that 


and 


ter. Someone else 


were stranded food 
the animals 


about to 


saying they 


or feed for and two 


trucks 


wanted 


leave 
The 
and 


were they 
them 


said he had no r 


stopped police chief 
t to. 


the sheriff who said he could not do any 


he contacted 


were made 
outfit 


charges 
of the 


thing unless formal 


It seems that most 
Schultz's. 


People in the 


was 


area were quite worried 
and called officials but 
think 
park-keeper 
harm just 
So everything quieted down on a 
night. This all hap 


about the anima 
the didn’t 
danger the 


officials there was 
and 


doing 


any 


said they 


were not any camping 


there 
nice Wé 


rm summer 
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pened on Saturday, June 13, and Sunday 
June 14. In the Ever Commercial on 
Monday, June 15 the 
Shrine Committee, whom was to sponsor 


put 


1 spokesman for 


on by 
troupe 
ar- 


week 
the 


were 


following 
that 
but 
their 
the Shrine 
a deal with 


the 
Bros 


not 


i circus 
Eddy 


said circus 


stranded acts that 


rived early for circus 


have made 
kind of Schultz. I did 
go to the circus lot till the following 
Sunday when Eddy Bros. arrived 
Schultz’s outfit with the 
lions in it sunning 


Evidently must 
some 
not 
There 
up 


themselves, 


and 
ind dogs and ponies around and an ele 


arena 
the 


I did not see the Shrine circus but 
and his troupe The 
the 28th of I went to 
ain to see Downie Bros 


phant 

Schultz 
next Sunday 
the lot a 


played it 
June 
arrive 


ind I do not recall seeing any of Schultz's 
outfit there then 

On July 3, the local papers carried a 
ad saying that Capt. Schultz's Wild 
Show Auto-Rest 
Park in Carmel, about 12 miles 
Bangor. An on the same 
said that Schultz was framing a show 
fall tour of the 
inces and would be at the park for the 
summer. It said Marion Knowlton would 


vig 
Anima would be at 
from 
article page 

for 


in early Maritime Prov 


put her lions through their paces. Master, 
1 dog, would hold a blazing hook while 
Nero, a lion, would jump through it 
Lindy, an elephant, and his playmate, a 
named Buddy, pony acts, and two 
trained ind Faye Murray would 
stage trick riding acts. I did not see the 
performance at Auto-Rest Park, but I 
saw the set-up from outside. As I recall 
the tent ibout the size of the cook- 
that had the 
could have possibly been the same 

In going through the the 
Bangor Daily News, I came across a pic- 
ture of the elephant, Lindy, in a parade 
put on by the Republican party for their 
convention. Under the picture it said it 
was Schultz's elephant that was appear- 
ing at Auto-Rest Park at the time. This 
15th of July. This was the 
last time I heard of the Schultz group, 
ind all I could up with in the 
paper. I hope this information enlightens 
the readers as to what happened to the 
Brokus and Kellonis Wild Animal Circus 


in the end. That is all the information I 
could come up with 


dog 


bears 


was 


house 


yeen on show and 


files of 


was on the 


come 


Maybe some of our 
up with 
Lindy. I 
ing heard of 


readers can come something 


ibout the elephant 
not 


myself do 


recall hav him 


before 
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Bill Woodcock’s Circus Letterheads 


| 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 


COZ 


was used for the 


The Bob Hunting Circus toured from 1888 to 1898 


1895 season 


It is printed in sepia brown 


eo 


ERIE 


This artistic letterhead 


The Hunting show 


is known for its route books which seem to be very common 
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CIRCUS CITY 


Circus Historical Society Members 
and 
Bandwagon Friends 


WE INVITE YOU TO ATTEND 
THE THREE-RING CIRCUS AND CIRCUS CITY FESTIVAL 


PERU, INDIANA 


July 19, 20, 21 and 22, 1967 


SPECTACULAR CIRCUS PARADE 
THE GREATEST TEMPORARY DISPLAY OF CIRCUS ITEMS 
SHOWN IN OUR CIRCUS MUSEUM EXHIBIT 


SPECIAL EVENTS BEING PLANNED FOR CIRCUS 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERS 


ROADS 19-21-24 and 31 ALL LEAD TO PERU 
FOR THE 


CIRCUS CITY FESTIVAL 


PERU, INDIANA 





